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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

12/29
9am · Worship Service
10am · Fellowship Hall
reserved

12/30

12/31
7pm · NA Meeting

1
Happy New Year!
church office closed

2
6:30pm · Building
& Grounds
meeting

3

4
12pm · Visitation
1pm · Funeral

5
Communion at the rail
8am · Worship Service
9:15am · Adult Ed
9:15am · Sunday School
10:30am · Worship Service

6
6:30pm · Holy Yoga

7
7pm · NA Meeting

8
10am ·Bible Study, OSLC
11:30am · Staff Meeting
1pm · Quilting Squares
6pm · Confirmation Gr 6-8
7:30pm · Choir Practice

9
9:30am · Great
River Conference
PALS
1pm · Prayer Circle
Meeting

10

11
8am · Private
Event, Fellowship
Hall

12
13
6:30pm · Holy Yoga
8am · Worship Service
7pm · Garden Club
9:15am · Adult Ed—CeCe
Terlouw, Terebinth Refuge
9:15am · Sunday School
9:15am · Parents of Toddlers
10:30am · Worship Service
3pm · Girl Scouts 248 & 251

14
7pm · NA Meeting

15
10am ·Bible Study, Pondview
11:30am · Staff Meeting
1:15pm · Mary’s Circle
5:30pm · Congregational Life
& Mission Comm Mtg
6pm · Confirmation Gr 6-8
7:30pm · Choir Practice

16

17

18

19
8am · Worship Service, choir
9:15am · Adult Ed
9:15am · Sunday School
10:30am · Worship Service
11:30am · Grief Support
Group

21
6:15pm · Committee Night
7pm · NA Meeting
7:30pm · Congregational
Council Meeting

22
10am ·Bible Study, OSLC
11:30am · Staff Meeting
6pm · Confirmation Gr 6-8
7:30pm · Choir Practice

23

24

25
8am · Fellowship
Hall & Basement
Reserved

28
7pm · NA Meeting

29
10am ·Bible Study, OSLC
11:30am · Staff Meeting
6pm · Confirmation Gr 6-8
7:30pm · Choir Practice

30

31

2/1

20
Church office closed
6:30pm · Holy Yoga

26
27
6:30pm · Holy Yoga
8am · Worship Service
9:15am · Adult Ed
9:15am · Sunday School
10:30am · Worship Service,
SSchool sings, choir sings
11:30am · Potluck & Annual
Meeting
3pm · Girl Scouts 248 & 251

cynicism. Taking up curiosity.
Being willing to learn from others
and eager to share what you know,
experience and love. It’s about a
certain openness. A way of living
that is open to what others have
to offer and open to sharing of
yourself. To me, that’s becoming
like a child. Anything you
would add?

Worship Ministers—January 2020
Communion

Ushers

8:00 am Steve Heimsoth
Soundboard: John Sundet

Anna Sundet
Evie Fischer
Angela Mergen

Tom & Sue
Koplin

10:30 am Kourtney Fauk
Soundboard: Pat Johnson
Joyful Noise: Kaye

Paul, Kourtney
& Kenzie Fauk

Tim & Sally Sands
& family

Reader

Sunday, January 5

Change is a holy thing. Change is
life, you have been telling me. And
change is hard.

Sunday, January 12
8:00 am Angela Mergen
Soundboard: Jerry Stark

Angela Mergen
Marilyn Stonehouse
Lisa Halvorson

Howard & Jan
Koglin

10:30 am Deb Kurtz
Soundboard: Eric Ruch
Joyful Noise: Mike

Deb Kurtz
Dana Amdahl
Kyle Evenson

Kyle & Michelle
Evenson
& family

Sunday, January 19
8:00 am Jolene Lobitz
Soundboard: Kevin Beuning

Jolene Lobitz
Jerry Stark
Lisa Beuning

Lee & Gerrie
Komis

10:30 am Barb Fischer
Soundboard: Matt Rafteseth
Joyful Noise: Mike

Barb Fischer
Denise Croatt
Angie Aronson

Ed & McKayla
Feia &
family

10:30 am Haley Power
Soundboard: Eric Ruch
Joyful Noise: Mike
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At that time the disciples came to
Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven?” 2He
called a child, whom he put among
them, 3and said, “Truly I tell you,
unless you change and become like
children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever
becomes humble like this child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
5
Whoever welcomes one such child
in my name welcomes me.”
Dear Our Savior’s,

Sunday, January 26
8:00 am Mary Adelman
Soundboard: Kevin Beuning

Matthew 8:1-5

Mary Adelman
Kathy Hildreth
Kathy Schei

Marlo & Dee
Nelson

What kind of change would make
you like children as Jesus directs?

Haley Power
Hope Aronson
Lisa Beuning

Dave & Lori
Grabmeier

Humility, surely. But I think there
is more here than just humility. I
think that becoming like children
is also about taking on the stance
of innocence. Dropping the

One of the challenges of
congregational life is that things
change. As you already know, this
isn’t much different from the rest
of life at home, school, work, etc.
But for some reason, sometimes
when we are being church, we
think that change is somehow
worse than it is everywhere else.
Why is change so hard?
Change is hard because every time
something changes, there is loss.
We lose something. Often we gain
something too, but gaining
something new at church isn’t
always as motivating as preventing
the loss.
So this month, as you prepare for
your annual meeting, I invite you
to begin to think about what
changes are coming in the future
of Our Savior’s. What do you
stand to lose? What might you
gain? How might you take
seriously the losses that your
neighbors feel, giving them
compassion like Jesus? How might
3

you help others gain excitement
and allow God’s energy to flow
through you for that which you
might gain?
I was thinking of these things
especially after we had the MSP
Kickoff on December 8th. On
that day we realized together that
there might be some loss in our
church family that we have not
fully reconciled. We have not yet
been able to work through our
sadness and frustration about the
conflict when Pastor Brad left.
And maybe there are other times
that pastors have left and we have
not worked through the loss. But
you also have done a great job
celebrating and embracing change
in many other areas of your
congregational life! And you have
had a “Good” goodbye with Pastor
Steve this past summer.
So as you prepare for another
transition in calling a new Lead
Pastor, it will benefit you to do
some of the hard work… notice
the losses that have happened in
the past and are happening now.
Notice them, and then get honest
about how you feel about those
losses. For while this is not a
magic trick for making sadness or
frustration go away, it is a good
next step in moving forward
together.
This means you might need to
give each other space to have
feelings about losses.
This definitely means you will
want to utilize your new
4

Communication Covenant that
the council approved in November
(see Page 5). The Communication
Covenant is a way for us to
communicate well even when we
are dealing with loss. Even
when we are feeling frustrated,
even angry, or wishing things
were different.
Try it. Try listening with
compassion. Try seeking clarity
and understanding, not assuming.
Try being really honest,
straightforward and gentle all at
the same time. Try bringing your
concerns to the group, not just
griping, but speaking directly with
decision-makers. Be sure to tell
only your own story, not other’s
stories. Try speaking directly to the
person you are offended by, when
you are cooled down enough to
have that conversation.
So many of you already do many
of these things, but we all need
practice at getting through change
together. And you know what?
We know a God who will lead us
and guide us to do all these things,
because this is how we live Love
out in our lives. This is how we
deal with our losses and move
forward without anyone still hurt
or confused about the last change
we made. This is how we do what
can be scary… Change… so we
too might let God transform us as
children of the kingdom.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Kirsten

Prayer
Box

Janaury 2020

A New Year

“Yet if you devote your heart to him and stretch out your hands to
him, if you put away the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil
to dwell in your tent, then, free of fault, you will lift up your face;
you will stand firm and without fear. You will surely forget your
trouble, recalling it only as waters gone by. Life will be brighter than
noonday, and darkness will become like morning. You will be
secure, because there is hope; you will look about you and take your
rest in safety.”
—Job 11:13-18
“Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and
fall; but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow
weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
—Isaiah 40:30-31
“Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will
give us later.”
—Romans 8:18
“You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off
your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be
made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self,
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”
—Ephesians 4:22-24
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are
plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”
—Jeremiah 29:11
“If you listen to these regulations and obey them faithfully, the
LORD your God will keep his covenant of unfailing love with you,
as he solemnly promised your ancestors. He will love you and bless
you and make you a great nation....”
—Deuteronomy 7:13
Thank you Heavenly Father and Lord, for giving me this brand new
year ahead. Help me love the way I should as each new day I tread.
Give me gentle wisdom that I may help a friend. Give me strength
and courage so a shoulder I might lend. The year ahead is empty.
Help me fill it with good things each new day, filled with joy and
happiness that it brings. In the Name of our Savior and Lord, Jesus
Christ, Amen.
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Prayer Chain
“Is any of you in trouble? He should
pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing
songs of praise.”
—James 5:13
Need a prayer? Want some help?
Facing challenges, big or small?
The power of many prayers can
help you. Please contact the
church office at 320-845-2405, to
put Our Savior’s pray-ers in
action. All requests are confidential and use a first name, initials,
or just a friend from church. We
will pray for you... God will hear,
as He knows who you are!

Our Savior’s
Church Staff
Interim Pastor
Kirsten Nelson Roenfeldt
cell: 508-422-6277
Pastor.OSLC2405@gmail.com
Pastor Bobbi Bell
cell: 320-761-1484
BobbiBell@hotmail.com
Ministry Associate for Youth &
Families: Diana Brown
Music Coordinator:
Mike Aronson
Receptionist / Secretary:
Angela Mosman
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Monthly Finances
November Total
General
Fund Giving
$16,870.94

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
Albany, MN

to you instead, encourage
them to go to that person.

Communication Covenant

General Fund
Needed
Each Month

In order for us to build healthy,
open relationships throughout the
congregation and solve any
concerns, the Council & Staff
have adopted the following
communication covenant to
encourage equal voice, diversity of
opinions, consensus and support
for the group decision. In order
to accomplish this task, we agree
to the following:

· If someone consistently will
not go to the person they
have a concern with, go with
them to meet with the
person.

General Funds
Income thru
Nov. 30, 2019
General Funds
Expenses thru
Nov. 30, 2019

$20,979.75

$199,968.93

$225,825.99

This does not include
designated funds.

“Simply Giving” Program
The “Simply Giving Program” is a
way to automate your giving
online, in a secure, automatic
recurring contributions.
There are two ways to enroll. You
can pick up a form at the office
and use that to enroll or you can
enroll online. For those who enroll
online, you can view your history
anytime. To enroll online, follow
these easy steps:
1. Visit the church website at
oursaviorslutheranalbany.org,

Custodians:
Bestman & Josephine Dennis

2. Click the Online Giving button

Church Office Hours:
Monday–Friday · 9am–1pm

Click the Create Profile button.
Then follow the onscreen
instructions to create your profile.

November 19, 2019

• We offer and seek clarity in
communication. We will not
make assumptions about one
another because they can
damage our relationships and
prevent us from doing God’s
Work.
• We will be honest and
straightforward with each other.
We will not manipulate each
other.
• We will bring our contributions
to the whole group, not
burdening individuals with a
concern the whole group needs
to figure out together.
• To maintain strong
relationships in our fellowship,
we will go directly to any
person with whom we have a
concern and speak with them
about it in Christian love.
(Matthew 18)
· If someone has a problem
with an individual and comes

• We will respect confidentiality.
· Reasons to share confidential
information include:
–A person that is going to do
physical harm to someone
else or themselves.
–A child has been physically,
emotionally or sexually
abused.
• So that we might respond, we
expect signatures on any
written critiques or letters.
• Council meetings are open and
welcome for all congregation
members to listen.
· We will utilize executive
sessions for discussions that
need to be confidential.
Signed by the 2019 Council
& Staff.

Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 26
following 10:30 service
Potluck lunch at 11:30,
more details to come.
5

OSLC
YOUTH &
FAMILIES
Sunday School
Sundays 9:15 to 10:15 am
January 5 - John the Baptist
January 12 - Jesus goes to
Nazareth
January 19 - Winter Break - GIFT
Sunday School
January 26 - Good Samaritan
Sunday School Sings at 10:30
Worship! Come early for a
good seat!

Joyful Noise
Children’s Church
Sundays during 10:30 am Worship
January 5 - Jesus the Word
January 12 - Jesus' Baptism
January 19 - The Lamb of God
January 26- The Disciples

Confirmation, Grades 6-8
January 1 - Christmas Break - No
Class
January 8 - Mission Site Profile
Focus Group
January 15 - Maps
January 22 - The New Testament
January 29 - Jesus
6

Luther Crest Bible Camp
Winter Retreat
Join Luther Crest this winter for
a Youth Retreat! Keep the
excitement of camp going all year
long by coming to camp this
winter to explore the greatness of
our Savior! We will lodge in
cabins, dive into the Bible by
looking deeper into
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, play
outside, worship together, create
community with some cool camp
counselors, drink hot cocoa
around a fire, and more! Don’t
miss this chance to be back at
camp! Lodging will be in a
winterized cabin with bunk-style
beds, each with its own bathroom
and shower. You will also be with a
Luther Crest counselor and
approximately 8-9 other sameaged campers.
3-6 Grade Retreat:
January 24-26 deadline to register
January 10th
6-9 Grade Retreat:
February 7-9 deadline to register
January 24th

The Cistern
is 9 meters by 7 meters and 3.5
meters deep and will hold over
55,000 gallons of water.
Electricity in the area is quite
limited, so the water center will
run on batteries, charged and
converted with a generator and
inverter.
We will pump water from the well
and store it here in the cistern
before sending it through the
purification equipment.
Your investment in this business
will help us to
• sell safe and affordable drinking
water to our neighbors and the
surrounding community,
• provide full-time jobs for at
least nine people,
• disciple and empower more
youth to lead as agents of change
in their neighborhoods,
• expand our ministry to reach
more children with the Gospel
and academic tutoring, and
• add sustainability to our
ministry right here in the
Dominican Republic.

Register online at:
www.luthercrest.org
Cost: $110/camper ($50 nonrefundable deposit)
Begins at 7:00 pm on Friday; Ends
after Closing Worship around
11:30 am on Sunday (Parents
welcome!)
OSLC Camperships available!!
Talk to Diana

Support Agua Ramas
Vivas with a big…
Drop: Contribute $10-$250
(receive a Ramas Vivas Magnet)

Splash: Contribute $251-$500
(receive a Ramas Vivas Key Chain)
Bottle: Contribute $501-$750
(Receive two Ramas Vivas
bracelets)
Bucket: Contribute $751-$1999
(receive a Ramas Vivas Hat)
Blue Jug: Contribute $2000$4999 (receive a Ramas Vivas Tshirt)
Full Tank: Contribute $5000 or
more (receive a Ramas Vivas
Painting)
Every dollar counts because every
kid counts!
Note: All gifts are made in the
Dominican Republic by local
business folks.
Please send checks payable to IGO
worldwide with “RV Water”
written in the memo line. Send to
P.O. Box 2164 Stillwater, MN
55082.
Online giving is also available
at www.igo-worldwide.org/ramasvivas. Please write "RVWater" in
the comments box.
For more information, contact
Kristin Wolford
at kristinwolford@yahoo.com or
320-497-2064.

Newsletter deadline
is the 15th of the month
15

Water Project Update - Exciting News!
UNDER CONSTRUCTION!!
Through generous churches and individuals like you, God has provided
enough to complete Phase 1: the construction of the building for our
water purification center.
Our Ramas Vivas Board voted to use the funds we already have to begin
construction. We've cleared the land, signed the contracts and made
our first payment. We break ground today (Tuesday, December 10th)!!
The contractors have estimated seven months until the building is
complete. As the building goes up, we will continue to work diligently
to raise the remaining funds needed to open the business.
Water Project Construction Update—December 28, 2019
165 feet underground we hit water. The well for our water purification
center has been dug, and the cistern is nearly complete. Next week we
will begin Phase 2: construction of the perimeter wall and the
foundation of the building.
MAKE A SPLASH WITH YOUR LAST GIFT OF 2019!
As the building goes up, we are working to raise the remaining $44k
needed for the start-up costs of this business.
This business will be an economic engine for our ministry. Your can
help us sustain and expand our reach.

Parents of Tots (POTS)
Wondering how to get through the day? Wondering how to let baptism
seep into the rest of your lives? Wishing life was a little more balanced,
more faithful? Come together with parents who are figuring it out, just
like you. Hope to see You there.

Summer Camp

Baptism

The goal of Luther Crest Bible
Camp is for each participant to
grow in his/her understanding,
appreciation and knowledge of:
God, Others, Self and Creation.

December 15:

OSLC is headed to Luther Crest
the week of July 19th. Early Bird
savings now through February
15th. Campership available. Talk
to Diana.

Sponsors: Jaclynn and Blair
Bestor, and Preston and Brooke
Nygaard

Maya Nygaard
Parents: Amanda and Mackinsey
Nygaard

Recycle your aluminum cans and support the
Youth & Family Ministry!
Drop off your cans in the fenced area next to the garage at the
back of the parking lot.
14

7

Advent Breakfast
Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who
helped with the Advent Breakfast
held on Saturday, December 7th.
We received so many donations of
baby clothes. The offering to
purchase more baby items was
$705.00. We will be able to clothe
many newborn babies! Thank you
to Kaye Schmainda for preparing
and presenting the program and
wonderful favors. Thank you to
Joann Anderson and Sharon
Lehner and family for serving the
delicious breakfast. Thank you to
Jan Koglin for the beautiful
decorating. Thank you to all who
came and donated. Our goal is to
have the completed baby layettes
to Lutheran World Relief
Warehouse in St. Paul by
March 1, 2020.
God bless you all!
Women of Our Saviors Lutheran
Church
Lady Generators

Heart to Heart
Gathering
Sunday, February 16
More information to come!
8

Women’s Ministry
Lady Generators
no January meeting

Mary’s Circle Bible Study
Wednesday, January 15,
1:15 pm

Women’s Group
Quarterly Meeting
Saturday, February 8
9:30 am

Albany Food Shelf
The following items are needed this
month at the Albany Food Shelf:
Pork and Beans
Chili Beans

Remember...the first Sunday
of every month is Food Shelf
Sunday. Bring a food item
donation for our local food shelf.
The need is great, and with your
help, people right here in our
community are able to provide
food on the table for their
families. Donations can be
dropped off in the designated bins
in the Narthex.
Thank you!

Weekly Ministry Continues...
Taking the time to write this
ministry report has been really
helpful for me. The past few
weeks, my focus has been on
homeschool, potty training, bank
accounts and building contracts.
Our interpreter, Alix, reminded
me the other day that even though
I'm not physically out in the field
as I might like to be—encouraging our teachers, praying with a parent
or sharing Christ with a child, there are 44 others on our team who are!
Every week they are:
• Reaching over 350 children in 9 neighborhoods with the love of
Christ,
• Studying God’s word and growing as disciples and leaders through
various small group studies,
• Preaching/teaching on the Radio Program,
• Studying in our Pre-Marriage Group how to Love & Respect one
another as husbands and wives,
• Preparing lessons, snacks, paying bills, cleaning the office, holding
prayer meetings and growing more responsible and passionate in their
work for the Lord.
It’s great to look at the pictures, see the smiles, sense the hope and joy
and know that all the hard “behind-the-scenes” work is worth it if just
one receives the encouragement they need and understands the gift of
grace offered by Jesus Christ.
13

Tuesday, January 21
All-Committee Night
Any committee reports or
information can be sent to
the office to be shared.
Terebinth Refuge is a Christcentered shelter and safe home
that brings hope, healing services,
and freedom to sexually exploited
and trafficked women.

Ministry Updates
We have been on quite a ride these past few months! Since our return
from MN mid-October, we have had quite a few note-worthy events.
• Year-End Leadership Gathering. Every year the leadership team
takes three days to reflect on the previous year, consider our strategies,
set new goals, create a calendar of events for the upcoming year, and
spend some time in prayer and fellowship. I see so much growth in the
leadership team.
• Vision Team from Resurrection and Holy Cross Lutheran
Churches. It was a delight to have five visitors from the two
aforementioned churches spend a week with us. They came to see what
God is doing here in the Dominican Republic, spend time with our
youth leaders and walk through the neighborhoods where we are
working. It was a delightful time of building relationships and
learning with some of our ministry partners from Minnesota.
• Ramas Vivas Annual Board Meeting. Though it doesn’t sound as
exciting as cartwheels and cupcakes, the annual board meeting is an
important event for our ministry. We are extremely thankful for each
person on the board who dedicate their hearts and minds to analyze and
discern best next steps for this ministry. May God continue to lead and
guide every step of the way.
• Global Leadership Summit. A very special thanks to our sponsors
at Resurrection Lutheran Church for making it possible for 30 of us to
stay a night in a hotel and participate in this very special, highquality conference for leaders. I think I learned and have already
implemented more this year than ever! We are truly grateful!
12

CeCe Terlouw, Executive Director
will be visiting Our Savior’s
between services in the Fellowship
Hall on Sunday, January 12th.
Please join us to learn more about
the vital work of this organization!

Quilting
Squares
Our Savior’s Quilting Squares have
been making quilts for the people
who stay at Terebinth Refuge.
New quilts will be presented to
CeCe when she visits OSLC on
January 12th.
Come join our happy group! We
hope to tie two more quilts and
more hands make the job fast.
January 8, 1:00 pm
Thanks so much for your support!
Making quilts with love,
Elaine Randall
320-260-8977

Grief Support Group
If you are grieving any type of loss
in your life, others can help; they
too have been there. On the third
Sunday of each month, after the
second service, we will meet in the
Fireside Room. Please join us.

Worship is Recorded
Worship is recorded to CD
every Sunday. If you would like
to listen to the service, please call
the church office.

OUR MISSION:
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
is one people united in Christ,
empowered by God’s grace
through worship and the study
of His Word, to glorify God by
serving and witnessing in the
community
and the world.
9

Life

congregational

&

mission
committee

Annual Meeting
Congregational Potluck
Sunday, January 26
11:30 am,
following second service

Join us on January 26, 11:30 am
for the Congregational Potluck
followed by the Annual Meeting.
Life & Mission Committee will
provide the main protein and ask
that you bring a side dish, salad
or dessert.
We will have Sign-up Sheets in
the Lobby for you to let us know
what you would like to bring.
Remember to include an
ingredients list with your dish for
those with food sensitivities. This
is a good way to share your
favorite recipes, too!

Giving Tree
Thank you to everyone who took
a tag from our Giving Tree,
shopped, wrapped and donated
gifts. Our church through the
Albany Women of Today were
able to help 35 local area children
or seniors enjoy a little merrier
Christmas this year!
Thank you!
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Next meeting:
Wednesday, January 15
at 5:30 pm
in the Fireside Room. Join us!

Holy Yoga
In the craziness of life, Holy Yoga
offers an opportunity to slow
down and breath. Classes begin
with reflection on scripture along
with time to be still. Experience
praise and worship while moving
on our yoga mats. This class is for
all levels as options will be given.
Please wear comfortable clothing
and bring your yoga mats.

from Kristin Wolford, missionary to the Dominican Republic,
December 10, 2019

Our Winter Wonderland
Our tree is up and we’ve strung some Christmas lights. There’s certainly
no snow, but our hearts are full as we anticipate the celebration of
Jesus’ birth.
Joselo is working on his thesis and hoping to graduate this spring. I’m
busy with the boys and the Ramas Vivas ministry. Elliot loves playing
with the neighborhood kids who are at the gate every day hoping for a
chance to play. Elliot also continues with his homeschool program
for reading, writing and now some basic math; and Evan is pottytrained. Yipee!
We have much to be thankful for. Speaking of giving thanks, we spent
Thanksgiving Day on the beach. No turkey or pumpkin pie, but lots of
sunshine and sea shells. It was wonderful to get away for a day, to
laugh, play, explore and marvel at the majesty of the ocean. It’s definitely
one of my favorite places to be!

It’s a new year—try something
new! Our four-week session are
Mondays, January 6, 13, 20
and 27. All four classes is $32.00
donation, single class is $10.00.
Classes are 6:30 to 7:30 pm in the
lobby/narthex.

Visit Our Savior’s
NEW website!
OurSaviorsLutheranAlbany.org

You can Support
Kristin Wolford,
missionary to the Dominican
Republic, with a gift or set up
monthly support:
www.igoworldwide.org
and click on Ramas Vivas.

Ramas Vivas or
Living Branches
I am the vine; you are the
branches. If you remain in me and
I in you, you will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do
nothing.” ~ John 15:5
11
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Life & Mission Committee will
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what you would like to bring.
Remember to include an
ingredients list with your dish for
those with food sensitivities. This
is a good way to share your
favorite recipes, too!

Giving Tree
Thank you to everyone who took
a tag from our Giving Tree,
shopped, wrapped and donated
gifts. Our church through the
Albany Women of Today were
able to help 35 local area children
or seniors enjoy a little merrier
Christmas this year!
Thank you!
10

Next meeting:
Wednesday, January 15
at 5:30 pm
in the Fireside Room. Join us!

Holy Yoga
In the craziness of life, Holy Yoga
offers an opportunity to slow
down and breath. Classes begin
with reflection on scripture along
with time to be still. Experience
praise and worship while moving
on our yoga mats. This class is for
all levels as options will be given.
Please wear comfortable clothing
and bring your yoga mats.

from Kristin Wolford, missionary to the Dominican Republic,
December 10, 2019

Our Winter Wonderland
Our tree is up and we’ve strung some Christmas lights. There’s certainly
no snow, but our hearts are full as we anticipate the celebration of
Jesus’ birth.
Joselo is working on his thesis and hoping to graduate this spring. I’m
busy with the boys and the Ramas Vivas ministry. Elliot loves playing
with the neighborhood kids who are at the gate every day hoping for a
chance to play. Elliot also continues with his homeschool program
for reading, writing and now some basic math; and Evan is pottytrained. Yipee!
We have much to be thankful for. Speaking of giving thanks, we spent
Thanksgiving Day on the beach. No turkey or pumpkin pie, but lots of
sunshine and sea shells. It was wonderful to get away for a day, to
laugh, play, explore and marvel at the majesty of the ocean. It’s definitely
one of my favorite places to be!

It’s a new year—try something
new! Our four-week session are
Mondays, January 6, 13, 20
and 27. All four classes is $32.00
donation, single class is $10.00.
Classes are 6:30 to 7:30 pm in the
lobby/narthex.

Visit Our Savior’s
NEW website!
OurSaviorsLutheranAlbany.org

You can Support
Kristin Wolford,
missionary to the Dominican
Republic, with a gift or set up
monthly support:
www.igoworldwide.org
and click on Ramas Vivas.

Ramas Vivas or
Living Branches
I am the vine; you are the
branches. If you remain in me and
I in you, you will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do
nothing.” ~ John 15:5
11

Tuesday, January 21
All-Committee Night
Any committee reports or
information can be sent to
the office to be shared.
Terebinth Refuge is a Christcentered shelter and safe home
that brings hope, healing services,
and freedom to sexually exploited
and trafficked women.

Ministry Updates
We have been on quite a ride these past few months! Since our return
from MN mid-October, we have had quite a few note-worthy events.
• Year-End Leadership Gathering. Every year the leadership team
takes three days to reflect on the previous year, consider our strategies,
set new goals, create a calendar of events for the upcoming year, and
spend some time in prayer and fellowship. I see so much growth in the
leadership team.
• Vision Team from Resurrection and Holy Cross Lutheran
Churches. It was a delight to have five visitors from the two
aforementioned churches spend a week with us. They came to see what
God is doing here in the Dominican Republic, spend time with our
youth leaders and walk through the neighborhoods where we are
working. It was a delightful time of building relationships and
learning with some of our ministry partners from Minnesota.
• Ramas Vivas Annual Board Meeting. Though it doesn’t sound as
exciting as cartwheels and cupcakes, the annual board meeting is an
important event for our ministry. We are extremely thankful for each
person on the board who dedicate their hearts and minds to analyze and
discern best next steps for this ministry. May God continue to lead and
guide every step of the way.
• Global Leadership Summit. A very special thanks to our sponsors
at Resurrection Lutheran Church for making it possible for 30 of us to
stay a night in a hotel and participate in this very special, highquality conference for leaders. I think I learned and have already
implemented more this year than ever! We are truly grateful!
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CeCe Terlouw, Executive Director
will be visiting Our Savior’s
between services in the Fellowship
Hall on Sunday, January 12th.
Please join us to learn more about
the vital work of this organization!

Quilting
Squares
Our Savior’s Quilting Squares have
been making quilts for the people
who stay at Terebinth Refuge.
New quilts will be presented to
CeCe when she visits OSLC on
January 12th.
Come join our happy group! We
hope to tie two more quilts and
more hands make the job fast.
January 8, 1:00 pm
Thanks so much for your support!
Making quilts with love,
Elaine Randall
320-260-8977

Grief Support Group
If you are grieving any type of loss
in your life, others can help; they
too have been there. On the third
Sunday of each month, after the
second service, we will meet in the
Fireside Room. Please join us.

Worship is Recorded
Worship is recorded to CD
every Sunday. If you would like
to listen to the service, please call
the church office.

OUR MISSION:
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
is one people united in Christ,
empowered by God’s grace
through worship and the study
of His Word, to glorify God by
serving and witnessing in the
community
and the world.
9

Advent Breakfast
Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who
helped with the Advent Breakfast
held on Saturday, December 7th.
We received so many donations of
baby clothes. The offering to
purchase more baby items was
$705.00. We will be able to clothe
many newborn babies! Thank you
to Kaye Schmainda for preparing
and presenting the program and
wonderful favors. Thank you to
Joann Anderson and Sharon
Lehner and family for serving the
delicious breakfast. Thank you to
Jan Koglin for the beautiful
decorating. Thank you to all who
came and donated. Our goal is to
have the completed baby layettes
to Lutheran World Relief
Warehouse in St. Paul by
March 1, 2020.
God bless you all!
Women of Our Saviors Lutheran
Church
Lady Generators

Heart to Heart
Gathering
Sunday, February 16
More information to come!
8

Women’s Ministry
Lady Generators
no January meeting

Mary’s Circle Bible Study
Wednesday, January 15,
1:15 pm

Women’s Group
Quarterly Meeting
Saturday, February 8
9:30 am

Albany Food Shelf
The following items are needed this
month at the Albany Food Shelf:
Pork and Beans
Chili Beans

Remember...the first Sunday
of every month is Food Shelf
Sunday. Bring a food item
donation for our local food shelf.
The need is great, and with your
help, people right here in our
community are able to provide
food on the table for their
families. Donations can be
dropped off in the designated bins
in the Narthex.
Thank you!

Weekly Ministry Continues...
Taking the time to write this
ministry report has been really
helpful for me. The past few
weeks, my focus has been on
homeschool, potty training, bank
accounts and building contracts.
Our interpreter, Alix, reminded
me the other day that even though
I'm not physically out in the field
as I might like to be—encouraging our teachers, praying with a parent
or sharing Christ with a child, there are 44 others on our team who are!
Every week they are:
• Reaching over 350 children in 9 neighborhoods with the love of
Christ,
• Studying God’s word and growing as disciples and leaders through
various small group studies,
• Preaching/teaching on the Radio Program,
• Studying in our Pre-Marriage Group how to Love & Respect one
another as husbands and wives,
• Preparing lessons, snacks, paying bills, cleaning the office, holding
prayer meetings and growing more responsible and passionate in their
work for the Lord.
It’s great to look at the pictures, see the smiles, sense the hope and joy
and know that all the hard “behind-the-scenes” work is worth it if just
one receives the encouragement they need and understands the gift of
grace offered by Jesus Christ.
13

Water Project Update - Exciting News!
UNDER CONSTRUCTION!!
Through generous churches and individuals like you, God has provided
enough to complete Phase 1: the construction of the building for our
water purification center.
Our Ramas Vivas Board voted to use the funds we already have to begin
construction. We've cleared the land, signed the contracts and made
our first payment. We break ground today (Tuesday, December 10th)!!
The contractors have estimated seven months until the building is
complete. As the building goes up, we will continue to work diligently
to raise the remaining funds needed to open the business.
Water Project Construction Update—December 28, 2019
165 feet underground we hit water. The well for our water purification
center has been dug, and the cistern is nearly complete. Next week we
will begin Phase 2: construction of the perimeter wall and the
foundation of the building.
MAKE A SPLASH WITH YOUR LAST GIFT OF 2019!
As the building goes up, we are working to raise the remaining $44k
needed for the start-up costs of this business.
This business will be an economic engine for our ministry. Your can
help us sustain and expand our reach.

Parents of Tots (POTS)
Wondering how to get through the day? Wondering how to let baptism
seep into the rest of your lives? Wishing life was a little more balanced,
more faithful? Come together with parents who are figuring it out, just
like you. Hope to see You there.

Summer Camp

Baptism

The goal of Luther Crest Bible
Camp is for each participant to
grow in his/her understanding,
appreciation and knowledge of:
God, Others, Self and Creation.

December 15:

OSLC is headed to Luther Crest
the week of July 19th. Early Bird
savings now through February
15th. Campership available. Talk
to Diana.

Sponsors: Jaclynn and Blair
Bestor, and Preston and Brooke
Nygaard

Maya Nygaard
Parents: Amanda and Mackinsey
Nygaard

Recycle your aluminum cans and support the
Youth & Family Ministry!
Drop off your cans in the fenced area next to the garage at the
back of the parking lot.
14
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OSLC
YOUTH &
FAMILIES
Sunday School
Sundays 9:15 to 10:15 am
January 5 - John the Baptist
January 12 - Jesus goes to
Nazareth
January 19 - Winter Break - GIFT
Sunday School
January 26 - Good Samaritan
Sunday School Sings at 10:30
Worship! Come early for a
good seat!

Joyful Noise
Children’s Church
Sundays during 10:30 am Worship
January 5 - Jesus the Word
January 12 - Jesus' Baptism
January 19 - The Lamb of God
January 26- The Disciples

Confirmation, Grades 6-8
January 1 - Christmas Break - No
Class
January 8 - Mission Site Profile
Focus Group
January 15 - Maps
January 22 - The New Testament
January 29 - Jesus
6

Luther Crest Bible Camp
Winter Retreat
Join Luther Crest this winter for
a Youth Retreat! Keep the
excitement of camp going all year
long by coming to camp this
winter to explore the greatness of
our Savior! We will lodge in
cabins, dive into the Bible by
looking deeper into
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, play
outside, worship together, create
community with some cool camp
counselors, drink hot cocoa
around a fire, and more! Don’t
miss this chance to be back at
camp! Lodging will be in a
winterized cabin with bunk-style
beds, each with its own bathroom
and shower. You will also be with a
Luther Crest counselor and
approximately 8-9 other sameaged campers.
3-6 Grade Retreat:
January 24-26 deadline to register
January 10th
6-9 Grade Retreat:
February 7-9 deadline to register
January 24th

The Cistern
is 9 meters by 7 meters and 3.5
meters deep and will hold over
55,000 gallons of water.
Electricity in the area is quite
limited, so the water center will
run on batteries, charged and
converted with a generator and
inverter.
We will pump water from the well
and store it here in the cistern
before sending it through the
purification equipment.
Your investment in this business
will help us to
• sell safe and affordable drinking
water to our neighbors and the
surrounding community,
• provide full-time jobs for at
least nine people,
• disciple and empower more
youth to lead as agents of change
in their neighborhoods,
• expand our ministry to reach
more children with the Gospel
and academic tutoring, and
• add sustainability to our
ministry right here in the
Dominican Republic.

Register online at:
www.luthercrest.org
Cost: $110/camper ($50 nonrefundable deposit)
Begins at 7:00 pm on Friday; Ends
after Closing Worship around
11:30 am on Sunday (Parents
welcome!)
OSLC Camperships available!!
Talk to Diana

Support Agua Ramas
Vivas with a big…
Drop: Contribute $10-$250
(receive a Ramas Vivas Magnet)

Splash: Contribute $251-$500
(receive a Ramas Vivas Key Chain)
Bottle: Contribute $501-$750
(Receive two Ramas Vivas
bracelets)
Bucket: Contribute $751-$1999
(receive a Ramas Vivas Hat)
Blue Jug: Contribute $2000$4999 (receive a Ramas Vivas Tshirt)
Full Tank: Contribute $5000 or
more (receive a Ramas Vivas
Painting)
Every dollar counts because every
kid counts!
Note: All gifts are made in the
Dominican Republic by local
business folks.
Please send checks payable to IGO
worldwide with “RV Water”
written in the memo line. Send to
P.O. Box 2164 Stillwater, MN
55082.
Online giving is also available
at www.igo-worldwide.org/ramasvivas. Please write "RVWater" in
the comments box.
For more information, contact
Kristin Wolford
at kristinwolford@yahoo.com or
320-497-2064.

Newsletter deadline
is the 15th of the month
15

Prayer Chain
“Is any of you in trouble? He should
pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing
songs of praise.”
—James 5:13
Need a prayer? Want some help?
Facing challenges, big or small?
The power of many prayers can
help you. Please contact the
church office at 320-845-2405, to
put Our Savior’s pray-ers in
action. All requests are confidential and use a first name, initials,
or just a friend from church. We
will pray for you... God will hear,
as He knows who you are!

Our Savior’s
Church Staff
Interim Pastor
Kirsten Nelson Roenfeldt
cell: 508-422-6277
Pastor.OSLC2405@gmail.com
Pastor Bobbi Bell
cell: 320-761-1484
BobbiBell@hotmail.com
Ministry Associate for Youth &
Families: Diana Brown
Music Coordinator:
Mike Aronson
Receptionist / Secretary:
Angela Mosman
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Monthly Finances
November Total
General
Fund Giving
$16,870.94

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
Albany, MN

to you instead, encourage
them to go to that person.

Communication Covenant

General Fund
Needed
Each Month

In order for us to build healthy,
open relationships throughout the
congregation and solve any
concerns, the Council & Staff
have adopted the following
communication covenant to
encourage equal voice, diversity of
opinions, consensus and support
for the group decision. In order
to accomplish this task, we agree
to the following:

· If someone consistently will
not go to the person they
have a concern with, go with
them to meet with the
person.

General Funds
Income thru
Nov. 30, 2019
General Funds
Expenses thru
Nov. 30, 2019

$20,979.75

$199,968.93

$225,825.99

This does not include
designated funds.

“Simply Giving” Program
The “Simply Giving Program” is a
way to automate your giving
online, in a secure, automatic
recurring contributions.
There are two ways to enroll. You
can pick up a form at the office
and use that to enroll or you can
enroll online. For those who enroll
online, you can view your history
anytime. To enroll online, follow
these easy steps:
1. Visit the church website at
oursaviorslutheranalbany.org,

Custodians:
Bestman & Josephine Dennis

2. Click the Online Giving button

Church Office Hours:
Monday–Friday · 9am–1pm

Click the Create Profile button.
Then follow the onscreen
instructions to create your profile.

November 19, 2019

• We offer and seek clarity in
communication. We will not
make assumptions about one
another because they can
damage our relationships and
prevent us from doing God’s
Work.
• We will be honest and
straightforward with each other.
We will not manipulate each
other.
• We will bring our contributions
to the whole group, not
burdening individuals with a
concern the whole group needs
to figure out together.
• To maintain strong
relationships in our fellowship,
we will go directly to any
person with whom we have a
concern and speak with them
about it in Christian love.
(Matthew 18)
· If someone has a problem
with an individual and comes

• We will respect confidentiality.
· Reasons to share confidential
information include:
–A person that is going to do
physical harm to someone
else or themselves.
–A child has been physically,
emotionally or sexually
abused.
• So that we might respond, we
expect signatures on any
written critiques or letters.
• Council meetings are open and
welcome for all congregation
members to listen.
· We will utilize executive
sessions for discussions that
need to be confidential.
Signed by the 2019 Council
& Staff.

Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 26
following 10:30 service
Potluck lunch at 11:30,
more details to come.
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you help others gain excitement
and allow God’s energy to flow
through you for that which you
might gain?
I was thinking of these things
especially after we had the MSP
Kickoff on December 8th. On
that day we realized together that
there might be some loss in our
church family that we have not
fully reconciled. We have not yet
been able to work through our
sadness and frustration about the
conflict when Pastor Brad left.
And maybe there are other times
that pastors have left and we have
not worked through the loss. But
you also have done a great job
celebrating and embracing change
in many other areas of your
congregational life! And you have
had a “Good” goodbye with Pastor
Steve this past summer.
So as you prepare for another
transition in calling a new Lead
Pastor, it will benefit you to do
some of the hard work… notice
the losses that have happened in
the past and are happening now.
Notice them, and then get honest
about how you feel about those
losses. For while this is not a
magic trick for making sadness or
frustration go away, it is a good
next step in moving forward
together.
This means you might need to
give each other space to have
feelings about losses.
This definitely means you will
want to utilize your new
4

Communication Covenant that
the council approved in November
(see Page 5). The Communication
Covenant is a way for us to
communicate well even when we
are dealing with loss. Even
when we are feeling frustrated,
even angry, or wishing things
were different.
Try it. Try listening with
compassion. Try seeking clarity
and understanding, not assuming.
Try being really honest,
straightforward and gentle all at
the same time. Try bringing your
concerns to the group, not just
griping, but speaking directly with
decision-makers. Be sure to tell
only your own story, not other’s
stories. Try speaking directly to the
person you are offended by, when
you are cooled down enough to
have that conversation.
So many of you already do many
of these things, but we all need
practice at getting through change
together. And you know what?
We know a God who will lead us
and guide us to do all these things,
because this is how we live Love
out in our lives. This is how we
deal with our losses and move
forward without anyone still hurt
or confused about the last change
we made. This is how we do what
can be scary… Change… so we
too might let God transform us as
children of the kingdom.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Kirsten

Prayer
Box

Janaury 2020

A New Year

“Yet if you devote your heart to him and stretch out your hands to
him, if you put away the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil
to dwell in your tent, then, free of fault, you will lift up your face;
you will stand firm and without fear. You will surely forget your
trouble, recalling it only as waters gone by. Life will be brighter than
noonday, and darkness will become like morning. You will be
secure, because there is hope; you will look about you and take your
rest in safety.”
—Job 11:13-18
“Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and
fall; but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow
weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
—Isaiah 40:30-31
“Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will
give us later.”
—Romans 8:18
“You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off
your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be
made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self,
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”
—Ephesians 4:22-24
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are
plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”
—Jeremiah 29:11
“If you listen to these regulations and obey them faithfully, the
LORD your God will keep his covenant of unfailing love with you,
as he solemnly promised your ancestors. He will love you and bless
you and make you a great nation....”
—Deuteronomy 7:13
Thank you Heavenly Father and Lord, for giving me this brand new
year ahead. Help me love the way I should as each new day I tread.
Give me gentle wisdom that I may help a friend. Give me strength
and courage so a shoulder I might lend. The year ahead is empty.
Help me fill it with good things each new day, filled with joy and
happiness that it brings. In the Name of our Savior and Lord, Jesus
Christ, Amen.
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cynicism. Taking up curiosity.
Being willing to learn from others
and eager to share what you know,
experience and love. It’s about a
certain openness. A way of living
that is open to what others have
to offer and open to sharing of
yourself. To me, that’s becoming
like a child. Anything you
would add?

Worship Ministers—January 2020
Communion

Ushers

8:00 am Steve Heimsoth
Soundboard: John Sundet

Anna Sundet
Evie Fischer
Angela Mergen

Tom & Sue
Koplin

10:30 am Kourtney Fauk
Soundboard: Pat Johnson
Joyful Noise: Kaye

Paul, Kourtney
& Kenzie Fauk

Tim & Sally Sands
& family

Reader

Sunday, January 5

Change is a holy thing. Change is
life, you have been telling me. And
change is hard.

Sunday, January 12
8:00 am Angela Mergen
Soundboard: Jerry Stark

Angela Mergen
Marilyn Stonehouse
Lisa Halvorson

Howard & Jan
Koglin

10:30 am Deb Kurtz
Soundboard: Eric Ruch
Joyful Noise: Mike

Deb Kurtz
Dana Amdahl
Kyle Evenson

Kyle & Michelle
Evenson
& family

Sunday, January 19
8:00 am Jolene Lobitz
Soundboard: Kevin Beuning

Jolene Lobitz
Jerry Stark
Lisa Beuning

Lee & Gerrie
Komis

10:30 am Barb Fischer
Soundboard: Matt Rafteseth
Joyful Noise: Mike

Barb Fischer
Denise Croatt
Angie Aronson

Ed & McKayla
Feia &
family

10:30 am Haley Power
Soundboard: Eric Ruch
Joyful Noise: Mike
18

At that time the disciples came to
Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven?” 2He
called a child, whom he put among
them, 3and said, “Truly I tell you,
unless you change and become like
children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever
becomes humble like this child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
5
Whoever welcomes one such child
in my name welcomes me.”
Dear Our Savior’s,

Sunday, January 26
8:00 am Mary Adelman
Soundboard: Kevin Beuning

Matthew 8:1-5

Mary Adelman
Kathy Hildreth
Kathy Schei

Marlo & Dee
Nelson

What kind of change would make
you like children as Jesus directs?

Haley Power
Hope Aronson
Lisa Beuning

Dave & Lori
Grabmeier

Humility, surely. But I think there
is more here than just humility. I
think that becoming like children
is also about taking on the stance
of innocence. Dropping the

One of the challenges of
congregational life is that things
change. As you already know, this
isn’t much different from the rest
of life at home, school, work, etc.
But for some reason, sometimes
when we are being church, we
think that change is somehow
worse than it is everywhere else.
Why is change so hard?
Change is hard because every time
something changes, there is loss.
We lose something. Often we gain
something too, but gaining
something new at church isn’t
always as motivating as preventing
the loss.
So this month, as you prepare for
your annual meeting, I invite you
to begin to think about what
changes are coming in the future
of Our Savior’s. What do you
stand to lose? What might you
gain? How might you take
seriously the losses that your
neighbors feel, giving them
compassion like Jesus? How might
3

oursaviors@albanytel.com
www.OurSaviorsLutheranAlbany.org

(320) 845-2405
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Pastor: Bobbi Bell
Ministry Associate for Youth &
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