
Holy Week At Home 2020 
This week is the Epic Story of God vs. Evil. This is the battle God has been engaging since the 
beginning of time; God’s resistance, God’s cajoling of humanity, we who so often choose, like 
we did in the garden, our own made-up gods and coercive power, over the abundant life God 
gives to us all. Today we read this epic tale from the Gospel of John. 

Throughout history humans have been pawns in this conflict, overtaken by the anti-human, the 
anti-creation, the anti-God force. The temptation has worked every time. The kings of Israel 
have given in, The kings of other nations: You can be like God. It has been the same temptation 
to everyone with any amount of power, big or small.  

Jesus is on the journey to overcome, on our behalf. And now we have reached the climax of 
history. This is the Holy Week. The confrontation to end all confrontations. Surely evil will 
continue to be in the world, but the limits of its power will be known from now on. Jesus has 
come. To defeat evil, to overcome the temptation, in all of us, to be like God. Jesus is the Christ, 
a human with ultimate power, The man who is God.  The One who could do anything, and will 
use that power towards his only desire, to lead a movement of people back to God.   1

Let us keep watch, let us listen with our hearts as well as our ears, let us be overwhelmed at the 
Great Story, the Sacred Story, the Holy Story of how God has come for us.  

Home Altar Supplies: 

● Candle 
● Bowl with a little water for blessing one another 
● Large branch for outside of home door 
● Small branch 
● Paper in several colors (or colored with pens/markers) 
● Scissors (for cutting strips of paper) 
● Tape or Glue or Staples 
● Playdough (or more paper for making a cross) 
● Your Household* 
● Optional: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church - Albany Facebook Page - hymn videos 

*A word on a “household.”  Your house may only have one person living in it, but your family 
household extends beyond that.  If you are living alone, we invite you to call or video chat with a 
friend or two and worship with them this week.  

Directions: 

Each day of the week, we invite you to gather with your family to read a part of the Holy Week 
Story, talk about it, create a prayer chain, and bless one another.  On Maundy Thursday we 
invite you to do a little more around a family meal, and on Good Friday, we will invite you to say 
the traditional Bidding Prayer. By the time you end this week, you will have prayed for the whole 
world.  On Saturday, the church waits in vigil for the resurrection dawn on Sunday.  We hope 
you will find this week to be holy as we pilgrimage with Jesus.  

1 The Bible Project,  Messiah  video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dEh25pduQ8  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dEh25pduQ8


 

Monday: Gather with your household.  Light a candle. 

Read: Small:  John 15 1-8 or Large:  John 15 or Spark Bible pg 452 

Question:  When did you feel connected to God today? When did you feel apart from 
God? 

Ritual:  Write out fruit you bear on strips of green paper, by the end of the week, we will 
create a paper chain to hang in your home. 

Pray: Creative God, we thank you for plants that bear fruits, vegetables, grains, fibers 
and flowers. Bless us with the bounty of the creation that you have made, and teach us 
to bear good fruit in our lives and relationships. Amen. 

Bless, marking the sign of the cross on another (or your own) forehead with water from 
your bowl, saying:  + God bears good fruit in you! + 

 

Tuesday: Gather with your household.   Light a candle. 

Read:  Small:  John 16 12-22 or Large:   John 16 or Spark Bible pg 450 

Question : When have you misunderstood Jesus?  How can we be comforted even if we 
don’t understand it all?  

Ritual : Write out your anxieties on strips of orange or yellow paper, add to your paper 
chain. 

Pray: Jesus, like the man who wanted your healing, we pray “We believe, help our 
unbelief!” We lay at your cross our confusion and anxiety.  May your peace that 
surpasses all understanding rule in our hearts and minds.  Amen.  

Bless, marking the sign of the cross on another (or your own) forehead with water from 
your bowl, saying : + Christ carries your anxiety. + 

 

Wednesday: Gather with your household.   Light a candle. 

Read: Small:  John 17 20-26 or Large:   John 17 or Spark Bible pg 278 

Question : What would you ask Jesus to pray for for you specifically? What about for 
your friends, neighbors, work partners, classmates? What about for strangers, 
communities and the world? 

Ritual : Write out prayers for others on strips of blue paper, add to your paper chain. 

Pray: God of all things, in you we are made whole. Encourage us to live in community 
with each other, and help us to live in ways that make those around us whole. Amen 

Bless, marking the sign of the cross on another (or your own) forehead with water from 
your bowl, saying : + You are one with God + 

  



Maundy Thursday 
Gather with your household around a meal, maybe your dinner, if that doesn’t work, serve a 
snack.  Serve it at the dining room table, if you have one.  Prepare purple paper strips to add to 
your paper chain. 

 

Gathering Prayer  

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have 

done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 

body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 

power over me. Amen.  2

Light a candle 

Greeting 

It is Maundy Thursday!  Maundy, from the latin mandatum , meaning, Commandment. 
Commandment Thursday.  This is the night when Jesus gave us a new commandment: to 
love one another.  On this night, Christians believe that God’s people went from being 
people of law to people of grace. The grace found in the sacrifice Jesus is about to make, 
and promises is FOR YOU in this meal around a table with his family.  

As you sit tonight with the people at your table, you worship God as that first family of 
friends did.  Jesus family, who were his disciples, like we are family with the rest of the 
church, spread out tonight all at our own homes, but in spirit we are together 
worshipping and remembering this holy story: That God came in flesh for us, to give his 
flesh FOR us.  

When we are able to be together again for communion, we will hear again those words, 
“On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ, took bread, gave thanks 
and gave it to them to eat, saying, Take, Eat, this is the Body of Christ broken for you. 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them to drink, saying, This is the new 
covenant in my blood.  Shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 

Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Prayer 
Gracious God, none who trust in your Son can be separated from your love. Give to those 

who live alone peace and contentment in their solitude, hope and fulfillment in their love of 

you, and joy and companionship in their relations with others; though Jesus Christ our Lord.

 3

Amen. 
Eat  

2 Luther’s Small Catechism.  catechism.cph.org/en/daily-prayers.html 
3 ELW 83 



 

Read the Bible: 

Read: Exodus 12:1-4 

Discuss: How has God helped you in times of fear? 

Pray for those who live in fear of violence, sickness, and shortage of resources.  

 

Read: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

Discuss: Why do you pray? 

Pray for those who live in doubt and struggle with their faith. 

 

Read: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

Discuss: Who are all the people involved in getting food to your table? 

Pray for all the hands that make eating possible.  

 

Read from John:  Small: John 13:1-17, 31-35; Medium: John 13:1-30, 31-35; Large: John 

13:1-14:30 or Spark Story Bible pg 462 

Discuss: Jesus knew that he would be betrayed, however he still sat and ate with Judas. 

When have you been accepted by someone even when you did not deserve it?  

Pray for an open heart and God’s help that we might be able to forgive our neighbors. 

 

Ritual   Write out prayers of gratitude on strips of purple paper, add to your paper chain. 

Service  

● Offering of hospitality and service to the members of your household by washing one 

another’s feet (or hands). 

● Write postcards to members of the congregation and pray for those members.  

 

Prayer 
Lord, we come to you celebrating the last meal you enjoyed with your disciples apart from 

our community of worship. In this time of social distancing, let your spirit draw us together. 

We read tonight that even though you knew you would be betrayed you washed the feet 

and shared a meal with your betrayer. Lord in this time of fear and anxiety help us to live 

out our call to be your disciple. It is hard, oh Lord, for us to understand loving our neighbor 

by being seperated from them. Help us as we seek new ways to show our love for one 

another. We ask all this as you teach us to pray... 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father… (see Good Friday service for text) 

 

Bless - Mark the sign of the cross on each other’s foreheads (or your own) and say: 



+ God serves you. +  

Good Friday 
Gather with your household.  After the sun has set, near a window. With minimal lighting to 
read. Light a candle. Prepare white paper strips to add to your paper chain. 

 

Gathering Prayer  

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have 

done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 

body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 

power over me. Amen.  4

Ritual 
Throughout the evening write out things you are grieving on white strips of paper, create 

(or add to) a paper chain to hang in your home. 

Greeting 

This is the Epic Story of God vs. Evil. This is the climax. This is the battle God has been 
engaging in since the beginning of time; God’s resistance, God’s cajoling of humanity, we 
who so often choose our own best life, over the abundant life God gives to us all.  

Jesus has resisted evil at every turn, the temptations to just care for himself, to force God’s 

hand, to worship the lies rather than the Truth. To abandon suffering love and to embrace 

the ethic of control.  

Throughout history humans have been overtaken by the anti-human, the anti-creation, the 

anti-God force. The temptation has worked every time on us. But Jesus is about to 

overcome, on our behalf.  

This is the confrontation to end it all. Surely evil will continue to be in the world, but the 

limits of its power will be known from now on. Jesus has come. To defeat evil, to overcome 

the temptation, in all of us, to be like God. Jesus is the Christ, the One who could do 

anything, and will choose to use that power towards his only desire, God’s only desire, to 

lead a movement of people back to God.   5

Let us keep watch, let us listen with our hearts as well as our ears, let us be overwhelmed at 

the Great Story, the Sacred Story, the Holy Story of how God has come for us. 

 

 

 

4 Luther’s Small Catechism. catechism.cph.org/en/daily-prayers.html 
5 The Bible Project,  Messiah  video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dEh25pduQ8  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dEh25pduQ8


 

Prayer 
Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 

willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the 

cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  6

Read the Bible  
Small: John 19:17-30; Medium: John 18:28-19:30; or Large: John 18-19 or Spark Story 

Bible pg 476.  You may want to use the script provided to make the story more engaging for all 
ages. 

Bidding Prayer 

Everyone kneels or sits. One person leads the invitations to prayer (the bids). Silence for prayer 

follows each bid. Another person leads the prayers that conclude the silence. 

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 

you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. 

By your Holy Spirit guide the church 

and gather it throughout the world. 

Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, 

and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us pray for  name/s  our bishops, for  name/s  our pastor(s), for  name/s  and all 

servants of the church, and for all the people of God. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 

your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. 

Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, 

other ministers, and lay leaders. 

Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church, 

and help each of us in our various vocations 

to do faithfully the work to which you have called us. 

6 Sundays & Seasons Good Friday 2020 



We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. 

Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing for baptism. 

Give them new birth as your children, 

and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. 

Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son. 

Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, 

and keep us united in the fellowship of love. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 

long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your teaching to Moses. 

Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own 

may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace 

all those who call out to you under different names. 



Bring an end to inter-religious strife, 

and make us more faithful witnesses 

of the love made known to us in your Son. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity 

so that all may long to know you and find peace in you. 

Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace 

in the world and in the lives of Christians, 

and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us pray for God's creation. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 

you are the creator of a magnificent universe. 

Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care 

and bring all things to fulfillment in you. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 

you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. 

In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, 

so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, 

and a share in the goodness of your creation. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Let us pray for those in need. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 

you give strength to the weary 

and new courage to those who have lost heart. 

Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, 

free those unjustly deprived of liberty, 

and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. 

Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, 

that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen.  7

 

Ritual - Each person in the house makes a cross out of playdough. Hold them up 

 

Reader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

All: By your Holy cross you have redeemed the world.  8

 

Leave them in a prominent place in your home. 

 

Bless - Mark the sign of the cross on each other’s foreheads (or your own) and say: 
+ Jesus died on the cross For You. +  

7 Sundays & Seasons Good Friday 2020 
8 ELW 264 


