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Worship in the Sanctuary 

(as COVID case numbers allow—check Facebook for updates) 

Sundays 9:00 AM 

 

Online Thanksgiving Ecumenical Worship 

Wednesday, Nov. 25 at 7:00pm  

 

Facebook: OSLC56307 

 

Tune into  

KASM 1150 AM Radio 

November 
2020 
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Don’t Forget Your Offering…. 

During this time of Social Distancing while you are away from weekly 
services, it’s important to remember the financial needs of the church remain 
ongoing.  

Now is the time to enroll in Online Giving using a convenient link on our 
website at www.OurSaviorsLutheranAlbany.org. New users must create an 
online profile by providing an email address and creating a secure password. 
Next, you will Add a Transaction to setup your donation amount and 
frequency as shown below. Enter and review your giving information and 
choose Process. Once the donation is processed, a confirmation screen will 
appear. And you’re DONE—it’s that simple! 

Vanco (the servicing agent of OSLC online giving) also provides the Give 
Plus+ app you can access from your Smart Phone or tablet.  

You can also put a stamp on your offering envelope and drop it in the mail.  

Please know 
your church is 
here to provide 
healing and 
comfort to help 
you through 
these uncertain 
times, and we 
appreciate your 
continued 
support of our 
mission.  

At this time, we ask that you drop 
off your donations at the Food 
Shelf, located across the street from 
the church in the Senior Center 
building.  
 

Albany Food Shelf Hours 
1st Thursday—mornings 
3rd Thursday—Early evenings 
Connect with Edna 
320-291-6623 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

The following items are needed this 
month at the Albany Food Shelf:  
 

Baked Beans 

Saltine Crackers 
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Pastor’s 
Message 

Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful 
to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But 
Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why 
are you putting me to the test, you 
hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the 
tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 
Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, 
and whose title?” They answered, “The 
emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give 
therefore to the emperor the things that are 
the emperor’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s.” When they heard this, they 
were amazed; and they left him and went 
away.  
- Matthew 22: 17-22 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

It is time for the November 
newsletter already!  I am excited to 
introduce you to our new newsletter 
editor: Shelby Hartwig: 

I grew up in Albany, graduated from 
NDSU in 2019 and now work as a crop 
insurance specialist, serving farmers 
primarily in Meeker County. I am the 
daughter of Michael and Lynda and have 
been a lifetime member of Our Savior’s, 
involved with many church events through 
the years. Taking on the newsletter is a way 
for me to give back to my church and I look 
forward to keeping members informed.  

- Shelby Hartwig 

Thank you, Shelby, for sharing 
your God-given gifts with us! 
Another huge thank you to Mary 
Adelman for her dedication to Our  

Savior’s communications throughout 
the last 28 years! The OSLC 
newsletter and website are a 
testament to her beautiful work and 
faithfulness.  Thank you, Mary.   

I saw that there was a wonderful 
first worship service inside the 
building on October 18th.  I 
certainly enjoyed worshipping with 
my family at home, though it was 
strange to be participating from 
afar.  Thank you to The Rev. Dee 
Pederson for her presiding and 
preaching on that day that I was in 
quarantine with my family. Thank 
you for joining us for worship, 
wearing your masks and coming 
together to celebrate all that God has 
done for us! 

Speaking of God’s gifts first to 
us, we are ready to have a 
conversation about Stewardship. 
Stewardship is the fancy church 
word for how we take responsibility 
for what we have, for all God has 
given us.  We “steward” the 
relationships and resources we have 
been given by tending to them, 
sharing them and finding ways to 
make them grow.  This past Sunday 
Pastor Dee read the story of the 
church authorities trying to trick 
Jesus over money from Matthew 
22.  Money can be a sticky issue for 
all of us.  It is so easy to let the 
money God has entrusted to us own 
us, more than we own it.  Jesus’ 
response to the authorities in the 
story included the acknowledgement 
that money is simply one more tool 
that we have to live in the world, but 
everything, money included, that we 
own, that we see and experience, was  
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2020 Thanksgiving  

Ecumenical Worship 
 

Worship Online or on the Radio 

with Harvest of Hope and OSLC for 

our annual ecumenical Thanksgiving 

Eve Worship. Join us at 7:00pm 

Wednesday, November 25th on the 

OSLC56307 Facebook page or listen 

live on KASM 1150AM. We are 

grateful to continue the tradition of 

this community worship with the 

gift of technology.  

Women’s ThankOffering 
 

The 2020 Women’s ThankOffering 
service normally held in November 
is being postponed this year. Watch 
for more information coming after 
the 1st of the year.  

given to us by God.  We were given 
to the world to care for (Steward) it, 
the world was not made to own us.  

There is some exciting ministry 
happening through Our Savior’s 
right now - even in the midst of this 
pandemic - and even when it is hard 
to gather in person.  First, we have 
the resources to send meals to 
folks.  We have had friends and 
neighbors tell us that we have 
touched them through our radio 
broadcast of worship, some people 
who have never been connected 
with Our Savior’s before, or any 
church in a very long time.  We have 
a call committee that is working hard 
on the final draft of paperwork for 
you so that you can soon call a new 
pastor!  Advent and Christmas are 
coming, with new opportunities for 
innovation, in this crazy COVID 
year. So while life seems strange, at 
times sad and frustrating, I hope you 
see the light of hope shining.  God’s 
light is cutting a beacon of light 
through the thick darkness and 
pointing out these people and 
moments where transformation, joy 
and love is happening!  And you, 
who are the stewards of this 
community are a part of this!  

Would you like to grow the 
light?  To give to God what is 
God's? OSLC needs you.  We are 
not a community without you.  Join 
us for worship (reminders are 
below!) at 9:00 am in the sanctuary, 
make the world a better place by 
wearing your mask, and give 
financially to make meals for 
COVID families, worship on 

KASM and all the great ministries of 
OSLC continue - for OSLC is 
nothing but you, and you, and you 
and you, joining together to make 
this community of Thanks and 
Praise happen.  

God bless you, and all who are 
connected through space and time in 
this Christ-community.   
 
Peace, 

Pastor Kirsten 
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“But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his 
height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things 
people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks at the heart."                    

 —1 Samuel 16:7 
 

“At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Messiah!' or, 'Look, 
there he is!' do not believe it. 22For false messiahs and false prophets will 
appear and perform signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the 
elect.” 

           — Mark 13:21-22 
 
"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay 
no attention to the plank in your own eye?” 

               — Luke 6:41 
 

"Then they will call to me but I will not answer; they will look for me but 
will not find me, 29since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear 
the LORD. “                           

 — Proverbs 1:28-29 
 

"'For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my 
sheep and look after them.”                                                     

   — Ezekiel 34:11 
 

“As you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day 
will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements 
will melt in the heat.”                                     

    — 2 Peter 3:12 
 

“Don't you have a saying, 'It's still four months until harvest'? I tell you, 
open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.” 

       — John 4:35 
 

“In that day people will look to their Maker and turn their eyes to the  
Holy One of Israel.” 

— Isaiah 17:7 

November 2020 

Look to the LORD 

Prayer 
Box 
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Call Committee Update: 

We are happy to report a Call Committee has been formed and ready to 

get to work. The path to finding a new pastor was started late last year by 

the MSP team who worked with the congregation to gather information 

and complete the MSP (Ministry Site Profile). This document, essentially a 

Resume for our church, has been turned over to the Call Committee for 

final review and approval by the Council before it’s submitted to the 

Synod.  Pastor Stephen Cook will be leading our team through the next 

phases as we start interviewing candidates. As we meet with potential 

pastoral candidates, we will prayerfully discern if they are a good fit for our 

ministry, while they in turn will also contemplate how their pastoral style 

gels with our congregation. 

Call Committee Members include:  

Deb Solarz, Melanie Voss, Mike 

Aronson, Greg Evenson, Andrew 

Hahn, Judy Fischer, and Tim Sands. 

Thank you to these members for 

dedicating their time in shaping the 

future of OSLC.  

Our Savior’s Church Staff 

Interim Pastor 

Kirsten Nelson Roenfeldt 

Cell: 508-422-6277 

Pastor.OSLC2405@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Associate for Youth &  

Families: Diana Brown 

Cell: 320-260-7654 

Diana.oslc@gmail.com 

 

Music Coordinator:  

Mike Aronson 

 

Receptionist/Secretary:  

Angela Mosman 

Office: 320-845-2405 

 

Custodians:  

Bestman & Josephine Dennis 

 

Church Office Hours:  

by appointment only at this time 

Leon Allen Douvier 

October 25, 2020 

Parents: Evan and Trista (Mielke) 

Douvier 

Sponsors: Heather Mielke and 

Autumn Douvier-Koch 
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Newsletter deadline  

is the 15th of the 

month 

 
   

  Music Notes 
 
Greetings to you from the desk of  
Mike Aronson, OSLC’s Music 
Coordinator! 
 
As we approach the Thanksgiving 
holiday, then jump right into the 
seasons of Advent and Christmas, it 
is certainly with sadness that the 
Adult and Sunday choirs, and special 
music are not an integral part of our 
worship services right now.  
 
But, keeping ourselves and our 
neighbors safe from the virus, of 
course, must be top priority.  
 
We are introducing a new music 
opportunity, launching a “bell 
choir.”  This will be a new adventure 
for many of us, myself included, but 
would add a nice “ring” to our 
upcoming holiday worship services 
and beyond.  
 
Interested?? Please let me know!! 

About 5 of us have been working at 
our monthly meeting, which is held 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 1:00. We are a small but busy 
group and welcome anyone who can 
tie a knot!  
 
Since 2017, I have been getting 
embroidered name tags to put on the 
quilt that say, “Made by loving hands 
at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
Albany, MN.” To my surprise we 
have made around 100 quilts to date. 
It is AMAZING! Just think of the 
ladies that are welcomed to the 
Terebinth Refuge home and gifted a 
quilt of their own to have during the 
healing process.  
 
Come and join us November 11th 
from 1-2pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
Making quilts with love,  
Elaine Randall, 320-260-8977 

OUR MISSION: 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church is one 

people united in Christ, empowered by 

God’s grace through worship and the 

study of His Word, to glorify God by 

serving and witnessing in the 

community of the world. 
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Family Tree 
Thanksgiving Prayer 
Lord,  
Please bless our family tree.  
Each branch is special to me.  
God, I thank you for those I love.  
And for all great gifts from above.  
Amen.  
 
Look for bonus activity videos on 
Facebook and YouTube 
@OSLC56307 for craft ideas and 
family faith practices related to 
“Family Tree.” 
 
Adventures in Advent— 
Seasonal Newsletter 
During Advent, we are invited to wait 
and prepare for the arrival of baby 
Jesus. Weekly “Adventures in 
Advent” newsletters will help your 
family get ready by learning, creating, 
serving, and exploring together. The 
activities in the newsletters will 
encourage your family to spend 
intentional time together this Advent 
season. To receive this weekly email 
during the Advent Season, email 
Diana at diana.oslc@gmail.com or 
look for a link in the weekly e-news 
starting in November.  
 

Confirmation 
Our confirmation education starts in 
the fall of 6th grade and runs through 
the full 8th grade year. Then in the 
fall of their 9th grade year, students 
meet with our pastor for a final 2 
months. For older students and 
adults, we have an independent study 
program. If you would like more 
information, talk to our pastor.  

Joyful Noise 
Check out children’s lesson on our 
YouTube channel @OSLC56307. 
Every Sunday we offer a video 
lesson that correlates to the readings 
used in worship. Along with the 
Bible story children can enjoy 
worship music with Mr. Mike, a craft 
or spiritual practice and prayer! If 
you would like to receive weekly 
children’s ministry emails, connect 
with Diana using 
diana.oslc@gmail.com.   
 
November 1—Be Humble:  
Matthew 23:1-12 
November 8—Ten Bridesmaids: 
Matthew 25: 1-13 
November 15—Parable of the 
Talents: Matthew 25:14-30 
November 22—Sheep and Goats: 
Matthew 25: 31-46 
November 29—Be Ready:  
Mark 13: 24-37 
 

 
Recycle your aluminum cans 
and support the Youth & Family 
Ministry! 
Drop off your cans in the fenced  
area next to the garage at the back  
of the parking lot.  
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Lunch with the Pastor! 

Wednesdays at 12:30 pm 
If you have access to a phone or 
computer, you can have lunch with 
Pastor Kirsten! We can talk about  
the Holy Story that is coming up  
next in worship.  
 
Below is the Zoom information to 
join the meeting. Mark your  
calendars! 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/805816506  
Meeting ID: 805 816 506 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799, 805816506#US 
(Chicago) 
Dial by your location 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 805 816 506 

Congregational Council 
 

Matt Eggert, President, Personnel  
Matt.eggert@gmail.com 
605-376-5104 
 
Tim Sands, Vice President  
Worship & Music  
timsands5@gmail.com  
320-291-4593, 320-845-2389 
 
Deb Solarz, Secretary, WELCA  
drsolarz@albanytel.com  
320-250-0273, 320-845-4534 
 
Lynda Hartwig, Treasurer  
(bonded), Finance  
mlhartwig@albanytel.com 
320-248-6479 
 
Judy Fischer, Financial Secretary 
(bonded), Cong. Life & Mission, 
jfischer@albanytel.com  
320-250-6452, 320-845-2342 
 
Emily Evenson  
Education & Youth  
enjo5179@icloud.com  
320-266-2179, 320-845-6628 
 
Kyle Evenson, Cemetery  
kyleev@atsinc.com  
320-260-3826, 320-845-6628 
 
Deb Feeney  
Welcome & Membership  
dahrenholz@charter.net  
320-260-6666, 320-845-7515 
 
Kelly Orbeck, Education & Youth  
orbeck5@albanytel.com  
320-293-1331, 320-845-4656  

Make Christmas a 

little merrier for 

people in our local 

area! Again, this 

year we will be 

gathering gifts for 

area children and 

seniors who may 

not otherwise 

receive Christmas 

gifts. Our giving 

tree will be placed in the 

narthex in the end of November for 

anyone wishing to participate.  

Stay Tuned!  

mailto:Matt.eggert@gmail.com
mailto:timsands5@gmail.com
mailto:drsolarz@albanytel.com
mailto:jfischer@albanytel.com
mailto:enjo5179@icloud.com
mailto:kyleev@atsinc.com
mailto:dahrenholz@charter.net
mailto:orbeck5@albanytel.com


 10 

 

Our Savior's is participating in the Shoebox gifts for 

Operation Christmas Child again this year. 

Shoeboxes will be available in the narthex beginning 
Wednesday, October 21st for you to pick up. Fill the 

box with toys, school supplies, clothing, etc.  
PLEASE NOTE:  There are several items that cannot be 

included in the boxes, including  
NO candy and NO toothpaste.  

 

Information on what to pack for different age groups (and what NOT to 
pack) is available next to the shoeboxes along with the Boy and Girl box 

labels. A donation of $9.00 per box is requested to cover  

shipping and other project costs. 
 

For all the information you need, please check the Operation Christmas 
Child website at:  www.samaritanspurse.org.  

Return your shoeboxes by Wednesday, November 11th  
to the church narthex. 
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Affirmation of Baptism 
Matthew 25 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” 

The 2020 confirmation class has 10 students preparing to publicly affirm 
their baptism. Please pray for this class.   

     November 15th: Hope Aronson, Charlie Sundet, Raelyn Richter,  
         Mitchell Bartell, Joseph Hoff 

     November 22nd: Madison Ramler, Jazmin Worms, Daniel Mueller, 
         Conner Finkelson, Paige Klaphake 

6-8th Grade Confirmation Lessons 
 

— Nov. 4th: Letters · Unit 3 · Lesson 14 

      Takeaway: The letters found in the New Testament bear witness to the 
 body of Christ by empowering early Christian leaders and faith 
 communities.  
      Key Verse: 1 Timothy 1:5 “But the aim of such instruction is love that 
 comes from a pure heart, a good conscience, and sincere faith.”  

— Nov. 11th: Revelation · Unit 3 · Lesson 15 

      Takeaway: Revelation’s wild imagery offers a radical, hope-filled vision of 
 God’s ultimate triumph over death, pain, and suffering.  
       Key Verse: Revelation 21:3-4 “And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
 saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with 
 them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he 
 will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning, 
 crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 

— Nov. 18th: Worship · Unit 4 · Lesson 13 

     Takeaway: Worship is where you go to receive God, and it doesn’t rely on 
 your emotional state.  
       Key Verse: Psalm 95:2 “Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!”  

— Nov. 25th: No Lesson · Thanksgiving Worship 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/
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Dear Members of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Albany, Minnesota: 
 
A simple “thank you” after your recent vote in favor of investing yet again in our water 
project in the Dominican Republic isn’t enough to express the deep gratitude I have 
for you. 
 
From the very beginning of my journey as a missionary, you were there.  I still have the 
bulletin from the day Pastor Brad called me to the front of the church to “send me 
off.”  I shared that I felt led by God to leave my teaching position and go to the  
Dominican Republic for an undefined period of time and uncertain how God might 
provide.  Many of you came up to lay hands on me.  You prayed and sent me off with 
a blessing.   

 
Your prayers and support have not ceased over these 
past ten years.  I am humbled, grateful and honored 
that you have chosen to join me in this call to serve 
the people of the Dominican Republic.   
 
What does it mean that “I am your missionary” as 
you’ve posted in the bulletins?  It has meant differ-
ent things to different people.  Some of you have 
shown your support through your faithful prayers 
and words of encouragement.  Others of you have 
traveled to the Dominican Republic to meet the peo-
ple and participate in the work with your own hands 
and voice.  A handful of you have listened to reports 
and updates.  And, many more of you have invested 
hard-earned financial resources to bless people you 
don’t even know in another part of the world.  

 
Some of you have lived in a foreign country or you have sent children off to unfamiliar 
places.  Many of you have seen poverty – the smells, sounds, suffering.   You’ve  
allowed your heart to break at the injustice and have felt helpless over and over again. 
 
You may know what it’s like to learn and communicate every day in a second language, 
give birth in foreign hospitals, live among people whose culture and lifestyle are  
different from your own, be the obvious foreigner everywhere you go and raise a  
family in a place that many days feels nothing like home.   
 
I hope you see why your partnership is so meaningful to me.    
 
I wish you could see what I’ve seen: the joy in the faces of children who receive very 
little attention at home as they run to meet their loving leaders or the tears of gratitude 
that stream from the face of a mother gifted with a mattress after sleeping on the  
cement floor with her children or a young person growing stronger in faith, leadership 
and passion for the work of the Lord or an elderly woman who cannot stand on her 
own but can list one hardship after another worship the Lord with her whole heart 
after receiving a new house.   
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The sacrifices that we’ve made are worth it.  
 
This is a difficult time for many people all over the world.  There is illness, death,  
isolation, job loss, racial tension, division, uncertainty and so much more.  Our enemy 
is doing his job well – to rob, kill, lie and destroy.  Some of you have been dealt a 
hand that I know nothing about, and life has been hard.   
 
That’s the beauty of belonging to the community of believers.  Though at times we 
may feel alone, we’re not.  We may not ever completely understand one another’s  
difficulties but we can turn together to the One who has endured all things: “For we 
do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses” (Heb 
4:15).   We can pray for one another, have compassion for each other, encourage one 
another daily to trust, believe and hold on to the promises of God.   
 
When the Ramas Vivas Board of Directors decided that we should build a center to 
purify and sell safe drinking water to our community to satisfy this basic need and 
provide an economic engine for our ministry, I was both excited and overwhelmed.   
 
Friends, with your recent invest-
ment, we have reached our  
financial goal.  Through people 
like you, God has provided an 
amount that seemed too high 
and impossible to me at 
times.  It’s amazing!  The jobs 
this will provide, the people who 
will be reached with the safe  
water, and the hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, of children and youth 
who will experience the love of 
Christ because of this project is 
something to celebrate! 
 
I ask you to continue to pray and believe with me that God who has brought us this 
far will carry us through. The building is yet to be complete, the equipment still needs 
to be purchased and our business plan needs to be implemented.  There are more 
challenges ahead. 
  
I pray that we will celebrate together many more stories of God’s faithfulness as we 
continue to follow wherever He leads.  May you experience an outpouring of God’s 
provision, favor and peace and may you have joy because your contributions are  
helping to transform lives for the glory of God. 
 
With deep gratitude,  

Kristin Wolford 
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hand that I know nothing about, and life has been hard.   
 
That’s the beauty of belonging to the community of believers.  Though at times we 
may feel alone, we’re not.  We may not ever completely understand one another’s  
difficulties but we can turn together to the One who has endured all things: “For we 
do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses” (Heb 
4:15).   We can pray for one another, have compassion for each other, encourage one 
another daily to trust, believe and hold on to the promises of God.   
 
When the Ramas Vivas Board of Directors decided that we should build a center to 
purify and sell safe drinking water to our community to satisfy this basic need and 
provide an economic engine for our ministry, I was both excited and overwhelmed.   
 
Friends, with your recent invest-
ment, we have reached our  
financial goal.  Through people 
like you, God has provided an 
amount that seemed too high 
and impossible to me at 
times.  It’s amazing!  The jobs 
this will provide, the people who 
will be reached with the safe  
water, and the hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, of children and youth 
who will experience the love of 
Christ because of this project is 
something to celebrate! 
 
I ask you to continue to pray and believe with me that God who has brought us this 
far will carry us through. The building is yet to be complete, the equipment still needs 
to be purchased and our business plan needs to be implemented.  There are more 
challenges ahead. 
  
I pray that we will celebrate together many more stories of God’s faithfulness as we 
continue to follow wherever He leads.  May you experience an outpouring of God’s 
provision, favor and peace and may you have joy because your contributions are  
helping to transform lives for the glory of God. 
 
With deep gratitude,  

Kristin Wolford 
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Our Savior's is participating in the Shoebox gifts for 

Operation Christmas Child again this year. 

Shoeboxes will be available in the narthex beginning 
Wednesday, October 21st for you to pick up. Fill the 

box with toys, school supplies, clothing, etc.  
PLEASE NOTE:  There are several items that cannot be 

included in the boxes, including  
NO candy and NO toothpaste.  

 

Information on what to pack for different age groups (and what NOT to 
pack) is available next to the shoeboxes along with the Boy and Girl box 

labels. A donation of $9.00 per box is requested to cover  

shipping and other project costs. 
 

For all the information you need, please check the Operation Christmas 
Child website at:  www.samaritanspurse.org.  

Return your shoeboxes by Wednesday, November 11th  
to the church narthex. 
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Affirmation of Baptism 
Matthew 25 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” 

The 2020 confirmation class has 10 students preparing to publicly affirm 
their baptism. Please pray for this class.   

     November 15th: Hope Aronson, Charlie Sundet, Raelyn Richter,  
         Mitchell Bartell, Joseph Hoff 

     November 22nd: Madison Ramler, Jazmin Worms, Daniel Mueller, 
         Conner Finkelson, Paige Klaphake 

6-8th Grade Confirmation Lessons 
 

— Nov. 4th: Letters · Unit 3 · Lesson 14 

      Takeaway: The letters found in the New Testament bear witness to the 
 body of Christ by empowering early Christian leaders and faith 
 communities.  
      Key Verse: 1 Timothy 1:5 “But the aim of such instruction is love that 
 comes from a pure heart, a good conscience, and sincere faith.”  

— Nov. 11th: Revelation · Unit 3 · Lesson 15 

      Takeaway: Revelation’s wild imagery offers a radical, hope-filled vision of 
 God’s ultimate triumph over death, pain, and suffering.  
       Key Verse: Revelation 21:3-4 “And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
 saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with 
 them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he 
 will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning, 
 crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 

— Nov. 18th: Worship · Unit 4 · Lesson 13 

     Takeaway: Worship is where you go to receive God, and it doesn’t rely on 
 your emotional state.  
       Key Verse: Psalm 95:2 “Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!”  

— Nov. 25th: No Lesson · Thanksgiving Worship 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/
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Family Tree 
Thanksgiving Prayer 
Lord,  
Please bless our family tree.  
Each branch is special to me.  
God, I thank you for those I love.  
And for all great gifts from above.  
Amen.  
 
Look for bonus activity videos on 
Facebook and YouTube 
@OSLC56307 for craft ideas and 
family faith practices related to 
“Family Tree.” 
 
Adventures in Advent— 
Seasonal Newsletter 
During Advent, we are invited to wait 
and prepare for the arrival of baby 
Jesus. Weekly “Adventures in 
Advent” newsletters will help your 
family get ready by learning, creating, 
serving, and exploring together. The 
activities in the newsletters will 
encourage your family to spend 
intentional time together this Advent 
season. To receive this weekly email 
during the Advent Season, email 
Diana at diana.oslc@gmail.com or 
look for a link in the weekly e-news 
starting in November.  
 

Confirmation 
Our confirmation education starts in 
the fall of 6th grade and runs through 
the full 8th grade year. Then in the 
fall of their 9th grade year, students 
meet with our pastor for a final 2 
months. For older students and 
adults, we have an independent study 
program. If you would like more 
information, talk to our pastor.  

Joyful Noise 
Check out children’s lesson on our 
YouTube channel @OSLC56307. 
Every Sunday we offer a video 
lesson that correlates to the readings 
used in worship. Along with the 
Bible story children can enjoy 
worship music with Mr. Mike, a craft 
or spiritual practice and prayer! If 
you would like to receive weekly 
children’s ministry emails, connect 
with Diana using 
diana.oslc@gmail.com.   
 
November 1—Be Humble:  
Matthew 23:1-12 
November 8—Ten Bridesmaids: 
Matthew 25: 1-13 
November 15—Parable of the 
Talents: Matthew 25:14-30 
November 22—Sheep and Goats: 
Matthew 25: 31-46 
November 29—Be Ready:  
Mark 13: 24-37 
 

 
Recycle your aluminum cans 
and support the Youth & Family 
Ministry! 
Drop off your cans in the fenced  
area next to the garage at the back  
of the parking lot.  
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Lunch with the Pastor! 

Wednesdays at 12:30 pm 
If you have access to a phone or 
computer, you can have lunch with 
Pastor Kirsten! We can talk about  
the Holy Story that is coming up  
next in worship.  
 
Below is the Zoom information to 
join the meeting. Mark your  
calendars! 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/805816506  
Meeting ID: 805 816 506 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799, 805816506#US 
(Chicago) 
Dial by your location 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 805 816 506 

Congregational Council 
 

Matt Eggert, President, Personnel  
Matt.eggert@gmail.com 
605-376-5104 
 
Tim Sands, Vice President  
Worship & Music  
timsands5@gmail.com  
320-291-4593, 320-845-2389 
 
Deb Solarz, Secretary, WELCA  
drsolarz@albanytel.com  
320-250-0273, 320-845-4534 
 
Lynda Hartwig, Treasurer  
(bonded), Finance  
mlhartwig@albanytel.com 
320-248-6479 
 
Judy Fischer, Financial Secretary 
(bonded), Cong. Life & Mission, 
jfischer@albanytel.com  
320-250-6452, 320-845-2342 
 
Emily Evenson  
Education & Youth  
enjo5179@icloud.com  
320-266-2179, 320-845-6628 
 
Kyle Evenson, Cemetery  
kyleev@atsinc.com  
320-260-3826, 320-845-6628 
 
Deb Feeney  
Welcome & Membership  
dahrenholz@charter.net  
320-260-6666, 320-845-7515 
 
Kelly Orbeck, Education & Youth  
orbeck5@albanytel.com  
320-293-1331, 320-845-4656  

Make Christmas a 

little merrier for 

people in our local 

area! Again, this 

year we will be 

gathering gifts for 

area children and 

seniors who may 

not otherwise 

receive Christmas 

gifts. Our giving 

tree will be placed in the 

narthex in the end of November for 

anyone wishing to participate.  

Stay Tuned!  

mailto:Matt.eggert@gmail.com
mailto:timsands5@gmail.com
mailto:drsolarz@albanytel.com
mailto:jfischer@albanytel.com
mailto:enjo5179@icloud.com
mailto:kyleev@atsinc.com
mailto:dahrenholz@charter.net
mailto:orbeck5@albanytel.com
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Call Committee Update: 

We are happy to report a Call Committee has been formed and ready to 

get to work. The path to finding a new pastor was started late last year by 

the MSP team who worked with the congregation to gather information 

and complete the MSP (Ministry Site Profile). This document, essentially a 

Resume for our church, has been turned over to the Call Committee for 

final review and approval by the Council before it’s submitted to the 

Synod.  Pastor Stephen Cook will be leading our team through the next 

phases as we start interviewing candidates. As we meet with potential 

pastoral candidates, we will prayerfully discern if they are a good fit for our 

ministry, while they in turn will also contemplate how their pastoral style 

gels with our congregation. 

Call Committee Members include:  

Deb Solarz, Melanie Voss, Mike 

Aronson, Greg Evenson, Andrew 

Hahn, Judy Fischer, and Tim Sands. 

Thank you to these members for 

dedicating their time in shaping the 

future of OSLC.  

Our Savior’s Church Staff 

Interim Pastor 

Kirsten Nelson Roenfeldt 

Cell: 508-422-6277 

Pastor.OSLC2405@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Associate for Youth &  

Families: Diana Brown 

Cell: 320-260-7654 

Diana.oslc@gmail.com 

 

Music Coordinator:  

Mike Aronson 

 

Receptionist/Secretary:  

Angela Mosman 

Office: 320-845-2405 

 

Custodians:  

Bestman & Josephine Dennis 

 

Church Office Hours:  

by appointment only at this time 

Leon Allen Douvier 

October 25, 2020 

Parents: Evan and Trista (Mielke) 

Douvier 

Sponsors: Heather Mielke and 

Autumn Douvier-Koch 

 5 

 

Newsletter deadline  

is the 15th of the 

month 

 
   

  Music Notes 
 
Greetings to you from the desk of  
Mike Aronson, OSLC’s Music 
Coordinator! 
 
As we approach the Thanksgiving 
holiday, then jump right into the 
seasons of Advent and Christmas, it 
is certainly with sadness that the 
Adult and Sunday choirs, and special 
music are not an integral part of our 
worship services right now.  
 
But, keeping ourselves and our 
neighbors safe from the virus, of 
course, must be top priority.  
 
We are introducing a new music 
opportunity, launching a “bell 
choir.”  This will be a new adventure 
for many of us, myself included, but 
would add a nice “ring” to our 
upcoming holiday worship services 
and beyond.  
 
Interested?? Please let me know!! 

About 5 of us have been working at 
our monthly meeting, which is held 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 1:00. We are a small but busy 
group and welcome anyone who can 
tie a knot!  
 
Since 2017, I have been getting 
embroidered name tags to put on the 
quilt that say, “Made by loving hands 
at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
Albany, MN.” To my surprise we 
have made around 100 quilts to date. 
It is AMAZING! Just think of the 
ladies that are welcomed to the 
Terebinth Refuge home and gifted a 
quilt of their own to have during the 
healing process.  
 
Come and join us November 11th 
from 1-2pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
Making quilts with love,  
Elaine Randall, 320-260-8977 

OUR MISSION: 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church is one 

people united in Christ, empowered by 

God’s grace through worship and the 

study of His Word, to glorify God by 

serving and witnessing in the 

community of the world. 
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2020 Thanksgiving  

Ecumenical Worship 
 

Worship Online or on the Radio 

with Harvest of Hope and OSLC for 

our annual ecumenical Thanksgiving 

Eve Worship. Join us at 7:00pm 

Wednesday, November 25th on the 

OSLC56307 Facebook page or listen 

live on KASM 1150AM. We are 

grateful to continue the tradition of 

this community worship with the 

gift of technology.  

Women’s ThankOffering 
 

The 2020 Women’s ThankOffering 
service normally held in November 
is being postponed this year. Watch 
for more information coming after 
the 1st of the year.  

given to us by God.  We were given 
to the world to care for (Steward) it, 
the world was not made to own us.  

There is some exciting ministry 
happening through Our Savior’s 
right now - even in the midst of this 
pandemic - and even when it is hard 
to gather in person.  First, we have 
the resources to send meals to 
folks.  We have had friends and 
neighbors tell us that we have 
touched them through our radio 
broadcast of worship, some people 
who have never been connected 
with Our Savior’s before, or any 
church in a very long time.  We have 
a call committee that is working hard 
on the final draft of paperwork for 
you so that you can soon call a new 
pastor!  Advent and Christmas are 
coming, with new opportunities for 
innovation, in this crazy COVID 
year. So while life seems strange, at 
times sad and frustrating, I hope you 
see the light of hope shining.  God’s 
light is cutting a beacon of light 
through the thick darkness and 
pointing out these people and 
moments where transformation, joy 
and love is happening!  And you, 
who are the stewards of this 
community are a part of this!  

Would you like to grow the 
light?  To give to God what is 
God's? OSLC needs you.  We are 
not a community without you.  Join 
us for worship (reminders are 
below!) at 9:00 am in the sanctuary, 
make the world a better place by 
wearing your mask, and give 
financially to make meals for 
COVID families, worship on 

KASM and all the great ministries of 
OSLC continue - for OSLC is 
nothing but you, and you, and you 
and you, joining together to make 
this community of Thanks and 
Praise happen.  

God bless you, and all who are 
connected through space and time in 
this Christ-community.   
 
Peace, 

Pastor Kirsten 
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“But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his 
height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things 
people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks at the heart."                    

 —1 Samuel 16:7 
 

“At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Messiah!' or, 'Look, 
there he is!' do not believe it. 22For false messiahs and false prophets will 
appear and perform signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the 
elect.” 

           — Mark 13:21-22 
 
"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay 
no attention to the plank in your own eye?” 

               — Luke 6:41 
 

"Then they will call to me but I will not answer; they will look for me but 
will not find me, 29since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear 
the LORD. “                           

 — Proverbs 1:28-29 
 

"'For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my 
sheep and look after them.”                                                     

   — Ezekiel 34:11 
 

“As you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day 
will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements 
will melt in the heat.”                                     

    — 2 Peter 3:12 
 

“Don't you have a saying, 'It's still four months until harvest'? I tell you, 
open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.” 

       — John 4:35 
 

“In that day people will look to their Maker and turn their eyes to the  
Holy One of Israel.” 

— Isaiah 17:7 

November 2020 

Look to the LORD 

Prayer 
Box 
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Don’t Forget Your Offering…. 

During this time of Social Distancing while you are away from weekly 
services, it’s important to remember the financial needs of the church remain 
ongoing.  

Now is the time to enroll in Online Giving using a convenient link on our 
website at www.OurSaviorsLutheranAlbany.org. New users must create an 
online profile by providing an email address and creating a secure password. 
Next, you will Add a Transaction to setup your donation amount and 
frequency as shown below. Enter and review your giving information and 
choose Process. Once the donation is processed, a confirmation screen will 
appear. And you’re DONE—it’s that simple! 

Vanco (the servicing agent of OSLC online giving) also provides the Give 
Plus+ app you can access from your Smart Phone or tablet.  

You can also put a stamp on your offering envelope and drop it in the mail.  

Please know 
your church is 
here to provide 
healing and 
comfort to help 
you through 
these uncertain 
times, and we 
appreciate your 
continued 
support of our 
mission.  

At this time, we ask that you drop 
off your donations at the Food 
Shelf, located across the street from 
the church in the Senior Center 
building.  
 

Albany Food Shelf Hours 
1st Thursday—mornings 
3rd Thursday—Early evenings 
Connect with Edna 
320-291-6623 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

The following items are needed this 
month at the Albany Food Shelf:  
 

Baked Beans 

Saltine Crackers 
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Pastor’s 
Message 

Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful 
to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But 
Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why 
are you putting me to the test, you 
hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the 
tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 
Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, 
and whose title?” They answered, “The 
emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give 
therefore to the emperor the things that are 
the emperor’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s.” When they heard this, they 
were amazed; and they left him and went 
away.  
- Matthew 22: 17-22 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

It is time for the November 
newsletter already!  I am excited to 
introduce you to our new newsletter 
editor: Shelby Hartwig: 

I grew up in Albany, graduated from 
NDSU in 2019 and now work as a crop 
insurance specialist, serving farmers 
primarily in Meeker County. I am the 
daughter of Michael and Lynda and have 
been a lifetime member of Our Savior’s, 
involved with many church events through 
the years. Taking on the newsletter is a way 
for me to give back to my church and I look 
forward to keeping members informed.  

- Shelby Hartwig 

Thank you, Shelby, for sharing 
your God-given gifts with us! 
Another huge thank you to Mary 
Adelman for her dedication to Our  

Savior’s communications throughout 
the last 28 years! The OSLC 
newsletter and website are a 
testament to her beautiful work and 
faithfulness.  Thank you, Mary.   

I saw that there was a wonderful 
first worship service inside the 
building on October 18th.  I 
certainly enjoyed worshipping with 
my family at home, though it was 
strange to be participating from 
afar.  Thank you to The Rev. Dee 
Pederson for her presiding and 
preaching on that day that I was in 
quarantine with my family. Thank 
you for joining us for worship, 
wearing your masks and coming 
together to celebrate all that God has 
done for us! 

Speaking of God’s gifts first to 
us, we are ready to have a 
conversation about Stewardship. 
Stewardship is the fancy church 
word for how we take responsibility 
for what we have, for all God has 
given us.  We “steward” the 
relationships and resources we have 
been given by tending to them, 
sharing them and finding ways to 
make them grow.  This past Sunday 
Pastor Dee read the story of the 
church authorities trying to trick 
Jesus over money from Matthew 
22.  Money can be a sticky issue for 
all of us.  It is so easy to let the 
money God has entrusted to us own 
us, more than we own it.  Jesus’ 
response to the authorities in the 
story included the acknowledgement 
that money is simply one more tool 
that we have to live in the world, but 
everything, money included, that we 
own, that we see and experience, was  
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Worship in the Sanctuary 

(as COVID case numbers allow—check Facebook for updates) 

Sundays 9:00 AM 

 

Online Thanksgiving Ecumenical Worship 

Wednesday, Nov. 25 at 7:00pm  

 

Facebook: OSLC56307 

 

Tune into  

KASM 1150 AM Radio 

November 
2020 




