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February 
2021 

Worship in-person, Online or KASM radio 

Sundays at 9:00 AM 
 

Ash Wednesday—February 17 
 

Facebook: OSLC56307 

Tune into KASM 1150 AM Radio 
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"If we are unfaithful, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself.” 
               — 2 Timothy 2:13 

 
"But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us and 
to cleanse us from every wrong.”  

 — 1 John 1:9 
 

“Your faithfulness extends to every generation, as enduring as the earth 
you created.” 

           — Psalm 119:90 
  

"But the Lord is faithful; he will make you strong and guard you from the 
evil one.”  

   — 2 Thessalians 3:3 
 

“He will shield you with his wings. He will shelter you with his feathers. 
His faithful promises are your armor and protection.”   

    — Psalm91:4 
 

“But remember the temptations that come into your life are no different 
from what others experience, and God is faithful. He will keep the 
temptation from becoming so strong that you can’t stand up against it.” 

    — 1 Corinthians 10:13 
 

“Without wavering, let us hold tightly to the hope we say we have, for 
God can be trusted to keep his promise.” 

    — Hebrews 10:23 
 

Dear heavenly Father, 
 When I think about life, I guess I could grumble and gripe. But then I think 
about the riches in the gospel….and they don’t hold up. My heart is full of thanksgiving 
and praise. Thank you for the gift of Jesus, through whom you forgive my sings. May I 
never take grace and mercy for granted! I give you thanks for pulling me out of the 
“pits.” You, Father, have given me so many things, among them are: sigh, smell, touch, 
and hearing. Though I get older, you give me a renewed heart each and every day. 
Thank you for all I have, need, or want, in the Holy Name of Jesus, Amen.  

 

February 2021 

God’s Faithfulness 

Prayer 
Box 
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Pastor’s 
Message 

    God is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble. Therefore we will not 
fear, though the earth gives way and the 
mountains quake with their surging.  
    There is a river whose streams make glad 
the city of God, the holy place where the 
Most High dwells. God is with her, she will 
not fall; God will help her at break of day. 
Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he 
lifts his voice, the earth melts.  
    The Lord Almighty is with us; the God 
of Jacob is our fortress.  
    Come and see what the Lord has done, 
the desolations he has brought on the earth. 
He makes wars cease to the ends of the 
earth. He breaks the bow and shatters the 
spear; he burns the shields with fire. “Be 
still, and know that I am God; I will be 
exalted among the nations, I will be exalted 
in the earth.”  
    The Lord Almighty is with us; the God 
of Jacob is our fortress.  
     - Psalm 46 
 
    I am writing this article at the end 
of a very long week for our country, 
the week that our national capital was 
stormed, vandalized and assaulted by 
people who don’t stand for any    
political party so much as they stand 
for violence and extremism; thugs 
who hold nothing sacred, least of all 
the values that the men and women 
in the armed services of this country 
have died in order to protect and  
uphold.  I hope that this is not a par-
tisan statement. I believe that we all 
universally reject hatred and violence. 

    People in the church often are 
divided about how “political” the 
church should be, and how much 
the church should or should not be 
involved in speaking into social and 
political situations.  No doubt this is 
a field of landmines that pastors fear 
to tread! 
    There are two extremes that the 
church can fall into:   
    One is to be a completely “pie in 
the sky” religion, which means that 
all we think about is going to heaven 
when we die and getting people 
“saved” so that they, too, can go to 
heaven when they die.  This kind of 
religion doesn’t have much time for 
the things that Jesus did, such as 
bringing good news to the poor, 
healing the sick, and confronting 
unjust systems that oppress the 
poor and marginalized.  Social 
justice issues just don’t matter much 
to this kind of religion because this 
world is only temporary anyway, so 
why waste time caring for it?  Better 
to spend our time and resources 
getting people saved for heaven. The 
positive side about this kind of 
religion is that it keeps our eyes on 
God, the One who exists both in 
time and outside of time, the One 
who transcends this one moment in 
time in which we find ourselves, and 
carries us up into His own eternal 
life.  There is great freedom and 
comfort in being anchored in the 
Eternal.  
    The other extreme is what is 
sometimes called “collapsed 
eschatology,” which is a religion that 
has lost its sense of the transcendent 
and eternal, a religion that is all 
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about the here and now — social 
justice issues, caring for the poor 
and marginalized, etc.—to the 
exclusion of anything much having 
to do with heaven.  

    When a religion loses its sense of 
the transcendent and eternal, it can 
easily and gradually slip into mere 
humanism and a desacralized world 
in which God doesn’t really exist, a 
world without any sense of the 
Holy, and no sense of God beyond 
our own understanding and efforts. 
Everything depends on our own 
socio-political efforts and God really 
has no place in the overall 
functioning of the world.  This kind 
of religion produces “functional 
atheists” -- people who say they 
believe in God, but for all practical 
purposes, don’t actually rely on God 
for anything.  They believe in the 
idea of God more than in the living 
and active God.   
    Lutheran theology at its best 
rejects both of these extremes.  We 
are not an either/or religion in 
which we are one or the other of 
these extremes.  Rather, Lutherans 
embrace the both/and.  We keep 
our eyes on “the heavenly city,” 
recognizing that we are strangers 
and pilgrims on this earth, and that 
there is indeed a God who 
transcends our small existence here 
on the earth.  But we also believe 
that the One who created the earth 
and everything in it, loves the earth 
and everything in it, and asks us to 
steward and care for it and for one 
another.     
    Both/and.     

    In this sense, Lutheran theology 
is political, because politics has to 
do with how we live together in 
community and how we care for the 
earth and its inhabitants.  But it is 
not ONLY political, because we are 
also a part of God’s eternal realm 
that exists outside of and beyond 
time and history.    
    Lutherans believe that it is vitally 
important to share the good news of 
the gospel with people, and to lead 
people into a living relationship with 
Christ, that begins now, and carries 
us into eternity.  Lutherans also 
believe it is vitally important to 
address systems of injustice that 
keep people poor, oppressed and 
marginalized.  
    So, if you think your pastor is 
being too political, talk to him or 
her about it!  And if you think your 
pastor is not being political enough, 
talk to him or her about it!  We are 
both/and Christians!  And your 
pastor is glad to tread into that 
minefield with you!       
    I invite you to read Psalm 46 
(above) again, and notice how it 
reflects the both/and reality of the 
kingdom of God.  This Psalm has 
been a great comfort to me in these 
dark and chaotic times, and I hope 
it is for you too! 
 

Love in Christ, 

Pastor Denise 
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Have you considered Online Giving??? 
During 2020, we saw a large increase in our online giving numbers. While 
this was a convenient way to submit offerings while we could not worship in 
person, it remains a quick and easy offering solution provided by Vanco (our 
online servicing agent).  

• You can enroll using a convenient link on our website at 
www.OurSaviorsLutheranAlbany.org.  

• New users must create an online profile by providing an email address 
and creating a secure password.  

• Next, you will Add a Transaction to setup your donation amount and 
frequency as 
shown below.  

• Enter and review 
your giving 
information and 
choose Process.  

• Once the donation 
is processed, a 
confirmation 
screen will appear. 
And you’re 
DONE—it’s that 
simple! 

Another easy solution is the Give Plus+ app you can 
access from your Smart Phone or tablet. Once 
downloaded, enter 56307 and search to select OSLC. 
From there, you can Create an Account for regular 
giving or select Give Now for a one-time gift.  

Make a fresh start in 2021 and give these tools a try. Though we have 
been apart for many months, it is important to remember the financial 
needs of the church remain ongoing to support our mission and meet our 
budgeted obligations. We are grateful for your continued support.  
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Newsletter deadline is 

the 15th of the month 

In January, Quilting Squares met 
and tied two quilts for Terebinth 
Refuge. We were so happy to be 
back together again, the six of us 
had fun and great conversation 
catching up. Come and join us in 
the Fellowship Hall the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month at 1:00pm.  
 
Making quilts with love,  
Elaine Randall, 320-260-8977 

Congregational Council 
 

Matt Eggert, President, Personnel  
Matt.eggert@gmail.com 
605-376-5104 
 
Tim Sands, Vice President  
Worship & Music  
timsands5@gmail.com  
320-291-4593, 320-845-2389 
 
Deb Solarz, Secretary, WELCA  
drsolarz@albanytel.com  
320-250-0273, 320-845-4534 
 
Lynda Hartwig, Treasurer  
(bonded), Finance  
mlhartwig@albanytel.com 
320-248-6479 
 
Judy Fischer, Financial Secretary 
(bonded), Cong. Life & Mission, 
jfischer@albanytel.com  
320-250-6452, 320-845-2342 
 
Emily Evenson  
Education & Youth  
enjo5179@icloud.com  
320-266-2179, 320-845-6628 
 
Kyle Evenson, Cemetery  
kyleev@atsinc.com  
320-260-3826, 320-845-6628 
 
Deb Feeney  
Welcome & Membership  
dahrenholz@charter.net  
320-260-6666, 320-845-7515 
 
Kelly Orbeck, Education & Youth  
orbeck5@albanytel.com  
320-293-1331, 320-845-4656  

In Memory of Tom…  
Thank you to everyone for all the 
food and prayers during Tom's 
illness. Also, thank you for the 
memorial gifts. Blessings to 
everyone. 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Sue Koplin  

God, heavenly Father, look 
upon me and hear my 
prayer during this Holy 

Season of Lent.  
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Year-end Financial Summary  —  December 31, 2020 

Budget Shortfall = amount by which the ACUTAL general fund giving fell 

below our BUDGETED general fund giving for the year, and does not 

include grant proceeds or designated fund monies.  

Greetings from the Call 

Committee: 

    Over the last few weeks the call 

committee advanced to secondary in 

person interviews and they went 

very well. We welcome your prayers 

as we enter into a phase of 

thoughtful discernment and inch 

closer to a decision and 

recommendation to council. We 

hope to make some announcements 

in the next few weeks.  

Call Committee Members 

include: Deb Solarz, Melanie Voss, 

Mike Aronson, Greg Evenson, 

Andrew Hahn, Judy Fischer, and 

Tim Sands. Thank you to these 

members for dedicating their time in 

shaping the future of OSLC.  

Homecoming Committee News:  

    Welcome! We are once again 

opening church to Sunday morning 

services at 9 AM. If you would like to 

attend, you may sign up on the 

church website or by calling the 

church office by Thursday. This is so 

we can prepare for the people who 

will be worshiping in-person. If you 

will be attending, everyone will need 

to wear a facemask and maintain 

social distancing. If you do not feel 

well, please stay home and watch 

online or listen to KASM radio.  

    We will continue with in-person 

worship as long as the COVID 

numbers stay low. Thank you! 

mailto:Matt.eggert@gmail.com
mailto:timsands5@gmail.com
mailto:drsolarz@albanytel.com
mailto:jfischer@albanytel.com
mailto:enjo5179@icloud.com
mailto:kyleev@atsinc.com
mailto:dahrenholz@charter.net
mailto:orbeck5@albanytel.com
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Spotlight 

Our Saviors  

Pastor Denise Hanson 

How did you choose a career in ministry? 

      - I really haven't figured that out yet!  For a shy introvert, it’s hard to say 

how God got me to stand up in front of people and talk!  I do know this: I 

didn’t go to seminary to become a pastor; I went to seminary to find God. 

And somehow in the mix, God found me.  I’ve always been grateful! 

What is a favorite part of your job? 

      - I love people, I love prayer and Bible study, and I usually love 

preaching (depending on if I have something to say or not)!  I am really 

excited to be worshiping in person, so that I can actually see and meet and 

interact with people.  I am a people person, so it’s been really challenging for 

me to do my job without being with people.    

Who has impacted your career the most? 

      - Hands down, my spiritual director. I’ve been meeting with her once 

per month for almost 5 years, and that has changed my life. She is the reason 

that I went through the training program to become a spiritual director 

myself, which is what I hope to do in the future.  

What do you enjoy doing in your free time? 

      - I really enjoy hanging out with family and friends, hiking (usually at St. 

Ben’s or St. John’s), and reading. I am an avid reader and have read at least 

one book a week all of my life.  I also love downhill skiing and body surfing 

when I get a chance (which isn’t very often)! 
 11 

 

OSLC MISSION: 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church  

is one people united in Christ, 

empowered by God’s grace  

through worship and the study 

 of  His Word, to glorify God by 

serving and witnessing in the 

community of  the world. 

Our Savior’s Church Staff 

Interim Pastor: 

Pastor Denise Hanson 

Cell: 701-713-5530 

pastor.oslc2405@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Associate for  

Youth & Families:  

Diana Brown 

Cell: 320-260-7654 

Diana.oslc@gmail.com 

 

Music Coordinator:  

Mike Aronson 

 

Receptionist/Secretary:  

Angela Mosman 

Office: 320-845-2405 

 

Custodians:  

Bestman & Josephine Dennis 

 

Church Office Hours:  

by appointment only at this time 

The following items are needed this 
month at the Albany Food Shelf:  
 

Egg Noodles 

Cake or Brownie Mix 

At this time, we ask that you drop 
off your donations at the Food 
Shelf, located across the street from 
the church in the Senior Center 
building.  
 

Albany Food Shelf Hours 
1st Thursday—mornings 
3rd Thursday—Early evenings 
Connect with Edna 
320-291-6623 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Curbside Communion 

Please join us following online 
worship to receive communion 
from 10-10:30AM  in the parking 
lot every Sunday morning in 
February. 
Come pick 
up your Ash 
Wednesday 
Take Home 
bags on Sunday February  7 & 14.   
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Joyful Noise 
Check out children’s lessons on our 
YouTube channel @OSLC56307. 
Every Sunday we offer a video 
lesson that correlates to the readings 
used in worship. Along with the 
Bible story children can enjoy 
worship music with Mr. Mike, a craft 
or spiritual practice and prayer! If 
you would like to receive weekly 
children’s ministry emails, connect 
with Diana at diana.oslc@gmail.com.  
 
February 7—Jesus Heals 

February 14—The Transfiguration 

February 21—Noah’s Ark 

February 28—Abraham and Sarah’s 
            Visitors  

Sunday School through Zoom! 
Sunday mornings at 10:30 AM 
connect through Bible Stories, 
games, and check-ins! At home 
resources for families available by 
request. Contact Diana for the 
zoom links.  
Diana.oslc@gmail.com 

6-8th Grade Confirmation Lessons 
 

— February 3: Luther’s Small Catechism · Unit 2 · Lesson 6 

— February 10: The Ten Commandments · Unit 2 · Lesson 7 

— February 17: Ash Wednesday  

— February 24: The Apostles’ Creed, Article 1 · Unit 2 · Lesson 8      

My Child, I’m With You 

by: Debbie Preuss 
 

My child I’m with you wherever you 
go; What you are facing, I surely do 
know. 
At the time things happen, I am there, 
Because for you My child I care. 
I am the Rock for you to build on, 
Every day from dawn to dawn; 
Your solid foundation, I won't fade 
away - 
All through the ages, I truly will stay.  

I provide what you need, so you do 
not thirst,  

 

When you choose to put Me first.  

You must remember I'm not caught by 
surprise; 
I don't make mistakes, I won't tell lies. 
I am with you when you face the foe, 
Wherever you are, I surely know. 
I've prepared the way ahead of you, 
So know I'll also bring you through. 
You may lose earthly things, this is true, 
But you have what you need, for I love 
you. 
At the time things happen, I am there, 
Because for you, My child I care. 
What you are facing, I surely do know. 
My child I am with you wherever you go.  
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What are some of your hopes and goals for Our Savior’s? 

      - I believe that the driving force of any church is when its people become 

spiritually alive through the power of the Holy Spirit.  When that happens, 

you don’t have to beg people to give money and you don’t have to beg 

people to volunteer their time and talents.  The Holy Spirit creates a desire in 

the heart of a person in whom the Spirit is dwelling to worship, serve and 

glorify God. That’s my hope and dream for the people of Our Savior’s. 

When that happens, everything else falls into place. “Seek first the kingdom 

of God and God’s righteousness, and all these (other) things will be added 

unto you as well.”   

List a 2021 resolution you have made.  

      - I don’t make resolutions!  But I do spend January 1st of every year 

journaling about all the things God has done in my life in the past year, and 

thanking God for them. And then I re-dedicate my life to God for the 

coming year.   
 

Tell us about your family.  

      - I have 3 children — Bjorn (age 21), Trygve (19)  and Anja (17). 

They’ve all been home because of Covid-19, though Bjorn just went back to 

finish off his senior year at Augustana in Sioux Falls, and we just dropped 

Tryg off at NDSU in Fargo a few weeks ago for his first semester of college 

away from home.  Anja is a senior at Sauk Rapids-Rice High School.  I am 

divorced, and have compassion for anyone who has walked that road.  There 

is life on the other side, and I am living it!  We also have a Russel Terrier 

named Paisley, and she runs our home.  

If you could do another job for just one day, what would it be? 

      - I would either be a nuclear physicist who gets to study things like the 

Higgs-Boson field, or an astronomer. I am fascinated by what we can 

learn about the universe and our origins through studying outer space.  I 

went to college as a chemistry major and have always loved science.  

 

Each month we will be featuring a shining star from the OSLC 

family….stay tuned!! 
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Midweek Lenten Services  

will be at Noon and 7pm on 

February 24, March 3, 10, 17 

and 24th.  
 

    RSVP for in-person worship by 
signing up on the church website or 
calling the church office.  The 7pm 
services will also be streamed on 
Facebook live and possibly 
1150AM KASM radio pending 
sponsorship.  
    We will use the Holden Evening 
Prayer for the 7pm services, and we 
are inviting members of the 
congregation to share their faith 
story as a part of our worship.  
During these challenging times, we 
could use a little faith, and there’s 
nothing better than hearing what 
God has done and is doing in the 
lives of God’s people to build up 
our faith together! 
    We will not be able to serve soup 
and sandwich supper this year, so 
please eat before you come! 

Ash Wednesday & Ashes to Go! 

    Ash Wednesday services will be 
held in-person on February 17 at     
4 pm and 7pm.  

    To attend, RSVP for worship by 
going to OSLC’s website and signing 
up or by calling the church office. 
The 7pm service will also be on 
Facebook live and KASM 1150 AM 
radio.  

    We are also creating Ash 
Wednesday & Lenten Take Home 
bags that will include the following:  

• Ashes so that you can make the 
sign of the cross on your 
forehead at home as you listen to 
the service 

• Kids Lenten games, activities, 
and devotionals (also good for 
adults!) 

• Communion kits for the Sundays 
in Lent 

• A bottle to collect coins for our 
Lenten mission project 

    We will be handing out these bags 
on Sundays February 7 & 14 from  
10-10:30 AM along with curbside 
communion. We will also deliver the 
bags to anyone who is homebound. 
If you are planning to come to Ash 
Wednesday services, you can pick up 
a bag at that time.  

Do you have used Gatorade 

(or any kind of wide-mouth) 

bottles?  

    We are collecting them to use as 
a coin holder for our Lenten 
mission offering this year. Please 
drop them off at the church any 
time!  Thank you!!  9 

 

“O God, bless us during this 

season of spiritual renewal. Fill 

our minds and hearts with love, 

that we may be a sign of Jesus to 

all those living in our midst.” 

Would you consider sharing a little bit of your faith story for one 

of our Wednesday Lenten services?  

    We are hoping to have a different person each Wednesday in Lent share  
5-15 minutes of their faith story. You could talk about an experience you 
had that deepened your faith, some difficulty or challenge in your life in 
which you felt the Lord’s presence, a person in your life who has touched 
you and whom Christ has used to strengthen your faith, something that 
you’ve learned about God in your life and the way God works….the list 
could go on and on! 

    If you are a little bit shy and don’t want to speak in public, or if you are 
staying home because of COVID, you could still share your faith in many 
ways! Here are some options for you:  

• You could send us a video (or we could come take a video) of you 
sharing your faith story.  

• You (or we) could record just your voice reading your faith story, which 
we would then play through our sound system.  

• You could write your faith story out, and Pastor Denise or someone else 
could read it aloud. In this case, no one would hear or see you, but you 
would still be able to share your faith! 

    Please consider this, and bring it to the Lord in your prayer time. If you 
are interested and willing, please reach out by emailing Pastor Denise 
(pastor.oslc2405@gmail.com), calling or texting her at 701-713-5530, or by 
contacting the church office. Thank you!!  
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could go on and on! 

    If you are a little bit shy and don’t want to speak in public, or if you are 
staying home because of COVID, you could still share your faith in many 
ways! Here are some options for you:  

• You could send us a video (or we could come take a video) of you 
sharing your faith story.  

• You (or we) could record just your voice reading your faith story, which 
we would then play through our sound system.  

• You could write your faith story out, and Pastor Denise or someone else 
could read it aloud. In this case, no one would hear or see you, but you 
would still be able to share your faith! 

    Please consider this, and bring it to the Lord in your prayer time. If you 
are interested and willing, please reach out by emailing Pastor Denise 
(pastor.oslc2405@gmail.com), calling or texting her at 701-713-5530, or by 
contacting the church office. Thank you!!  
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Joyful Noise 
Check out children’s lessons on our 
YouTube channel @OSLC56307. 
Every Sunday we offer a video 
lesson that correlates to the readings 
used in worship. Along with the 
Bible story children can enjoy 
worship music with Mr. Mike, a craft 
or spiritual practice and prayer! If 
you would like to receive weekly 
children’s ministry emails, connect 
with Diana at diana.oslc@gmail.com.  
 
February 7—Jesus Heals 

February 14—The Transfiguration 

February 21—Noah’s Ark 

February 28—Abraham and Sarah’s 
            Visitors  

Sunday School through Zoom! 
Sunday mornings at 10:30 AM 
connect through Bible Stories, 
games, and check-ins! At home 
resources for families available by 
request. Contact Diana for the 
zoom links.  
Diana.oslc@gmail.com 

6-8th Grade Confirmation Lessons 
 

— February 3: Luther’s Small Catechism · Unit 2 · Lesson 6 

— February 10: The Ten Commandments · Unit 2 · Lesson 7 

— February 17: Ash Wednesday  

— February 24: The Apostles’ Creed, Article 1 · Unit 2 · Lesson 8      

My Child, I’m With You 

by: Debbie Preuss 
 

My child I’m with you wherever you 
go; What you are facing, I surely do 
know. 
At the time things happen, I am there, 
Because for you My child I care. 
I am the Rock for you to build on, 
Every day from dawn to dawn; 
Your solid foundation, I won't fade 
away - 
All through the ages, I truly will stay.  

I provide what you need, so you do 
not thirst,  

 

When you choose to put Me first.  

You must remember I'm not caught by 
surprise; 
I don't make mistakes, I won't tell lies. 
I am with you when you face the foe, 
Wherever you are, I surely know. 
I've prepared the way ahead of you, 
So know I'll also bring you through. 
You may lose earthly things, this is true, 
But you have what you need, for I love 
you. 
At the time things happen, I am there, 
Because for you, My child I care. 
What you are facing, I surely do know. 
My child I am with you wherever you go.  
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What are some of your hopes and goals for Our Savior’s? 

      - I believe that the driving force of any church is when its people become 

spiritually alive through the power of the Holy Spirit.  When that happens, 

you don’t have to beg people to give money and you don’t have to beg 

people to volunteer their time and talents.  The Holy Spirit creates a desire in 

the heart of a person in whom the Spirit is dwelling to worship, serve and 

glorify God. That’s my hope and dream for the people of Our Savior’s. 

When that happens, everything else falls into place. “Seek first the kingdom 

of God and God’s righteousness, and all these (other) things will be added 

unto you as well.”   

List a 2021 resolution you have made.  

      - I don’t make resolutions!  But I do spend January 1st of every year 

journaling about all the things God has done in my life in the past year, and 

thanking God for them. And then I re-dedicate my life to God for the 

coming year.   
 

Tell us about your family.  

      - I have 3 children — Bjorn (age 21), Trygve (19)  and Anja (17). 

They’ve all been home because of Covid-19, though Bjorn just went back to 

finish off his senior year at Augustana in Sioux Falls, and we just dropped 

Tryg off at NDSU in Fargo a few weeks ago for his first semester of college 

away from home.  Anja is a senior at Sauk Rapids-Rice High School.  I am 

divorced, and have compassion for anyone who has walked that road.  There 

is life on the other side, and I am living it!  We also have a Russel Terrier 

named Paisley, and she runs our home.  

If you could do another job for just one day, what would it be? 

      - I would either be a nuclear physicist who gets to study things like the 

Higgs-Boson field, or an astronomer. I am fascinated by what we can 

learn about the universe and our origins through studying outer space.  I 

went to college as a chemistry major and have always loved science.  

 

Each month we will be featuring a shining star from the OSLC 

family….stay tuned!! 
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Spotlight 

Our Saviors  

Pastor Denise Hanson 

How did you choose a career in ministry? 

      - I really haven't figured that out yet!  For a shy introvert, it’s hard to say 

how God got me to stand up in front of people and talk!  I do know this: I 

didn’t go to seminary to become a pastor; I went to seminary to find God. 

And somehow in the mix, God found me.  I’ve always been grateful! 

What is a favorite part of your job? 

      - I love people, I love prayer and Bible study, and I usually love 

preaching (depending on if I have something to say or not)!  I am really 

excited to be worshiping in person, so that I can actually see and meet and 

interact with people.  I am a people person, so it’s been really challenging for 

me to do my job without being with people.    

Who has impacted your career the most? 

      - Hands down, my spiritual director. I’ve been meeting with her once 

per month for almost 5 years, and that has changed my life. She is the reason 

that I went through the training program to become a spiritual director 

myself, which is what I hope to do in the future.  

What do you enjoy doing in your free time? 

      - I really enjoy hanging out with family and friends, hiking (usually at St. 

Ben’s or St. John’s), and reading. I am an avid reader and have read at least 

one book a week all of my life.  I also love downhill skiing and body surfing 

when I get a chance (which isn’t very often)! 
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OSLC MISSION: 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church  

is one people united in Christ, 

empowered by God’s grace  

through worship and the study 

 of  His Word, to glorify God by 

serving and witnessing in the 

community of  the world. 

Our Savior’s Church Staff 

Interim Pastor: 

Pastor Denise Hanson 

Cell: 701-713-5530 

pastor.oslc2405@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Associate for  

Youth & Families:  

Diana Brown 

Cell: 320-260-7654 

Diana.oslc@gmail.com 

 

Music Coordinator:  

Mike Aronson 

 

Receptionist/Secretary:  

Angela Mosman 

Office: 320-845-2405 

 

Custodians:  

Bestman & Josephine Dennis 

 

Church Office Hours:  

by appointment only at this time 

The following items are needed this 
month at the Albany Food Shelf:  
 

Egg Noodles 

Cake or Brownie Mix 

At this time, we ask that you drop 
off your donations at the Food 
Shelf, located across the street from 
the church in the Senior Center 
building.  
 

Albany Food Shelf Hours 
1st Thursday—mornings 
3rd Thursday—Early evenings 
Connect with Edna 
320-291-6623 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Curbside Communion 

Please join us following online 
worship to receive communion 
from 10-10:30AM  in the parking 
lot every Sunday morning in 
February. 
Come pick 
up your Ash 
Wednesday 
Take Home 
bags on Sunday February  7 & 14.   
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Newsletter deadline is 

the 15th of the month 

In January, Quilting Squares met 
and tied two quilts for Terebinth 
Refuge. We were so happy to be 
back together again, the six of us 
had fun and great conversation 
catching up. Come and join us in 
the Fellowship Hall the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month at 1:00pm.  
 
Making quilts with love,  
Elaine Randall, 320-260-8977 

Congregational Council 
 

Matt Eggert, President, Personnel  
Matt.eggert@gmail.com 
605-376-5104 
 
Tim Sands, Vice President  
Worship & Music  
timsands5@gmail.com  
320-291-4593, 320-845-2389 
 
Deb Solarz, Secretary, WELCA  
drsolarz@albanytel.com  
320-250-0273, 320-845-4534 
 
Lynda Hartwig, Treasurer  
(bonded), Finance  
mlhartwig@albanytel.com 
320-248-6479 
 
Judy Fischer, Financial Secretary 
(bonded), Cong. Life & Mission, 
jfischer@albanytel.com  
320-250-6452, 320-845-2342 
 
Emily Evenson  
Education & Youth  
enjo5179@icloud.com  
320-266-2179, 320-845-6628 
 
Kyle Evenson, Cemetery  
kyleev@atsinc.com  
320-260-3826, 320-845-6628 
 
Deb Feeney  
Welcome & Membership  
dahrenholz@charter.net  
320-260-6666, 320-845-7515 
 
Kelly Orbeck, Education & Youth  
orbeck5@albanytel.com  
320-293-1331, 320-845-4656  

In Memory of Tom…  
Thank you to everyone for all the 
food and prayers during Tom's 
illness. Also, thank you for the 
memorial gifts. Blessings to 
everyone. 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Sue Koplin  

God, heavenly Father, look 
upon me and hear my 
prayer during this Holy 

Season of Lent.  
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Year-end Financial Summary  —  December 31, 2020 

Budget Shortfall = amount by which the ACUTAL general fund giving fell 

below our BUDGETED general fund giving for the year, and does not 

include grant proceeds or designated fund monies.  

Greetings from the Call 

Committee: 

    Over the last few weeks the call 

committee advanced to secondary in 

person interviews and they went 

very well. We welcome your prayers 

as we enter into a phase of 

thoughtful discernment and inch 

closer to a decision and 

recommendation to council. We 

hope to make some announcements 

in the next few weeks.  

Call Committee Members 

include: Deb Solarz, Melanie Voss, 

Mike Aronson, Greg Evenson, 

Andrew Hahn, Judy Fischer, and 

Tim Sands. Thank you to these 

members for dedicating their time in 

shaping the future of OSLC.  

Homecoming Committee News:  

    Welcome! We are once again 

opening church to Sunday morning 

services at 9 AM. If you would like to 

attend, you may sign up on the 

church website or by calling the 

church office by Thursday. This is so 

we can prepare for the people who 

will be worshiping in-person. If you 

will be attending, everyone will need 

to wear a facemask and maintain 

social distancing. If you do not feel 

well, please stay home and watch 

online or listen to KASM radio.  

    We will continue with in-person 

worship as long as the COVID 

numbers stay low. Thank you! 

mailto:Matt.eggert@gmail.com
mailto:timsands5@gmail.com
mailto:drsolarz@albanytel.com
mailto:jfischer@albanytel.com
mailto:enjo5179@icloud.com
mailto:kyleev@atsinc.com
mailto:dahrenholz@charter.net
mailto:orbeck5@albanytel.com
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about the here and now — social 
justice issues, caring for the poor 
and marginalized, etc.—to the 
exclusion of anything much having 
to do with heaven.  

    When a religion loses its sense of 
the transcendent and eternal, it can 
easily and gradually slip into mere 
humanism and a desacralized world 
in which God doesn’t really exist, a 
world without any sense of the 
Holy, and no sense of God beyond 
our own understanding and efforts. 
Everything depends on our own 
socio-political efforts and God really 
has no place in the overall 
functioning of the world.  This kind 
of religion produces “functional 
atheists” -- people who say they 
believe in God, but for all practical 
purposes, don’t actually rely on God 
for anything.  They believe in the 
idea of God more than in the living 
and active God.   
    Lutheran theology at its best 
rejects both of these extremes.  We 
are not an either/or religion in 
which we are one or the other of 
these extremes.  Rather, Lutherans 
embrace the both/and.  We keep 
our eyes on “the heavenly city,” 
recognizing that we are strangers 
and pilgrims on this earth, and that 
there is indeed a God who 
transcends our small existence here 
on the earth.  But we also believe 
that the One who created the earth 
and everything in it, loves the earth 
and everything in it, and asks us to 
steward and care for it and for one 
another.     
    Both/and.     

    In this sense, Lutheran theology 
is political, because politics has to 
do with how we live together in 
community and how we care for the 
earth and its inhabitants.  But it is 
not ONLY political, because we are 
also a part of God’s eternal realm 
that exists outside of and beyond 
time and history.    
    Lutherans believe that it is vitally 
important to share the good news of 
the gospel with people, and to lead 
people into a living relationship with 
Christ, that begins now, and carries 
us into eternity.  Lutherans also 
believe it is vitally important to 
address systems of injustice that 
keep people poor, oppressed and 
marginalized.  
    So, if you think your pastor is 
being too political, talk to him or 
her about it!  And if you think your 
pastor is not being political enough, 
talk to him or her about it!  We are 
both/and Christians!  And your 
pastor is glad to tread into that 
minefield with you!       
    I invite you to read Psalm 46 
(above) again, and notice how it 
reflects the both/and reality of the 
kingdom of God.  This Psalm has 
been a great comfort to me in these 
dark and chaotic times, and I hope 
it is for you too! 
 

Love in Christ, 

Pastor Denise 
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Have you considered Online Giving??? 
During 2020, we saw a large increase in our online giving numbers. While 
this was a convenient way to submit offerings while we could not worship in 
person, it remains a quick and easy offering solution provided by Vanco (our 
online servicing agent).  

• You can enroll using a convenient link on our website at 
www.OurSaviorsLutheranAlbany.org.  

• New users must create an online profile by providing an email address 
and creating a secure password.  

• Next, you will Add a Transaction to setup your donation amount and 
frequency as 
shown below.  

• Enter and review 
your giving 
information and 
choose Process.  

• Once the donation 
is processed, a 
confirmation 
screen will appear. 
And you’re 
DONE—it’s that 
simple! 

Another easy solution is the Give Plus+ app you can 
access from your Smart Phone or tablet. Once 
downloaded, enter 56307 and search to select OSLC. 
From there, you can Create an Account for regular 
giving or select Give Now for a one-time gift.  

Make a fresh start in 2021 and give these tools a try. Though we have 
been apart for many months, it is important to remember the financial 
needs of the church remain ongoing to support our mission and meet our 
budgeted obligations. We are grateful for your continued support.  
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"If we are unfaithful, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself.” 
               — 2 Timothy 2:13 

 
"But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us and 
to cleanse us from every wrong.”  

 — 1 John 1:9 
 

“Your faithfulness extends to every generation, as enduring as the earth 
you created.” 

           — Psalm 119:90 
  

"But the Lord is faithful; he will make you strong and guard you from the 
evil one.”  

   — 2 Thessalians 3:3 
 

“He will shield you with his wings. He will shelter you with his feathers. 
His faithful promises are your armor and protection.”   

    — Psalm91:4 
 

“But remember the temptations that come into your life are no different 
from what others experience, and God is faithful. He will keep the 
temptation from becoming so strong that you can’t stand up against it.” 

    — 1 Corinthians 10:13 
 

“Without wavering, let us hold tightly to the hope we say we have, for 
God can be trusted to keep his promise.” 

    — Hebrews 10:23 
 

Dear heavenly Father, 
 When I think about life, I guess I could grumble and gripe. But then I think 
about the riches in the gospel….and they don’t hold up. My heart is full of thanksgiving 
and praise. Thank you for the gift of Jesus, through whom you forgive my sings. May I 
never take grace and mercy for granted! I give you thanks for pulling me out of the 
“pits.” You, Father, have given me so many things, among them are: sigh, smell, touch, 
and hearing. Though I get older, you give me a renewed heart each and every day. 
Thank you for all I have, need, or want, in the Holy Name of Jesus, Amen.  

 

February 2021 

God’s Faithfulness 

Prayer 
Box 
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Pastor’s 
Message 

    God is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble. Therefore we will not 
fear, though the earth gives way and the 
mountains quake with their surging.  
    There is a river whose streams make glad 
the city of God, the holy place where the 
Most High dwells. God is with her, she will 
not fall; God will help her at break of day. 
Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he 
lifts his voice, the earth melts.  
    The Lord Almighty is with us; the God 
of Jacob is our fortress.  
    Come and see what the Lord has done, 
the desolations he has brought on the earth. 
He makes wars cease to the ends of the 
earth. He breaks the bow and shatters the 
spear; he burns the shields with fire. “Be 
still, and know that I am God; I will be 
exalted among the nations, I will be exalted 
in the earth.”  
    The Lord Almighty is with us; the God 
of Jacob is our fortress.  
     - Psalm 46 
 
    I am writing this article at the end 
of a very long week for our country, 
the week that our national capital was 
stormed, vandalized and assaulted by 
people who don’t stand for any    
political party so much as they stand 
for violence and extremism; thugs 
who hold nothing sacred, least of all 
the values that the men and women 
in the armed services of this country 
have died in order to protect and  
uphold.  I hope that this is not a par-
tisan statement. I believe that we all 
universally reject hatred and violence. 

    People in the church often are 
divided about how “political” the 
church should be, and how much 
the church should or should not be 
involved in speaking into social and 
political situations.  No doubt this is 
a field of landmines that pastors fear 
to tread! 
    There are two extremes that the 
church can fall into:   
    One is to be a completely “pie in 
the sky” religion, which means that 
all we think about is going to heaven 
when we die and getting people 
“saved” so that they, too, can go to 
heaven when they die.  This kind of 
religion doesn’t have much time for 
the things that Jesus did, such as 
bringing good news to the poor, 
healing the sick, and confronting 
unjust systems that oppress the 
poor and marginalized.  Social 
justice issues just don’t matter much 
to this kind of religion because this 
world is only temporary anyway, so 
why waste time caring for it?  Better 
to spend our time and resources 
getting people saved for heaven. The 
positive side about this kind of 
religion is that it keeps our eyes on 
God, the One who exists both in 
time and outside of time, the One 
who transcends this one moment in 
time in which we find ourselves, and 
carries us up into His own eternal 
life.  There is great freedom and 
comfort in being anchored in the 
Eternal.  
    The other extreme is what is 
sometimes called “collapsed 
eschatology,” which is a religion that 
has lost its sense of the transcendent 
and eternal, a religion that is all 
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February 
2021 

Worship in-person, Online or KASM radio 

Sundays at 9:00 AM 
 

Ash Wednesday—February 17 
 

Facebook: OSLC56307 

Tune into KASM 1150 AM Radio 




