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oursaviors@albanytel.com
www.OurSaviorsLutheranAlbany.org
Office: (320) 845-2405

Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday from 9am-1pm

Custodians: Bestman & Josephine Dennis

Administrative Assistant: Angela Mosman

Music Coordinator: Mike Aronson

Ministry Associate for Youth & Families:
Diana Brown

Interim Pastor: Pastor Denise Hanson

Joyful Noise Online: 10:00 am

Sunday Worship at 9AM: Join In-Person,
Facebook Live or KASM 1150 AM

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Vol. 27, No. 4

April
2021

Holy Week Schedule (see inside for service details)

Maunday Thursday services at 4 & 7pm
Good Friday service at 7pm
Easter morning services at 7:30 & 9am

Worship in-person, Online or KASM radio
Sundays at 9:00 AM

Facebook: OSLC56307
Tune into KASM 1150 AM Radio
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Prayer
Box

April 2021
Purpose

6 Now

the people of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know what the Lord said to Moses
the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you and me. 7 I was forty years old
when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh Barnea to explore
the land. And I brought him back a report according to my convictions, 8 but my
fellow Israelites who went up with me made the hearts of the people melt in
fear. I, however, followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly. ….. 13 Then Joshua
blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as his inheritance. 14 So
Hebron has belonged to Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite ever since,
because he followed the Lord, the God of Israel, wholeheartedly.”
— Joshua 14:6-8, 13-14
“32 David

said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your
servant will go and fight him.”33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against
this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior
from his youth.”34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his
father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the
flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it
turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has
killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of
them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The Lord who
rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from
the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be
with you.”
— 1 Samuel 17:32-37
“8 What

is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider
them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through
faith in[a] Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of
faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so,
somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already
obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of
that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what
is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
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— Philippians 3:8-14

Pastor’s
Reflection
Though I’m writing this article in mid
March, it will be Holy Week by the
time you read it—the week that
carries us from death into life. The
week that writes a new story in our
lives and in the life of the entire
universe.
We are coming out of a time of
profound loss in our history—loss of
human life. One in three people in the
United States have lost a loved one to
Covid-19. Loss of jobs and income
that has effected millions of
Americans, with minorities being the
hardest hit. Loss of community in the
ways we were used to gathering,
which has led to profound isolation
for many people. Loss of normal
milestone experiences for our young
people – school as we once knew it,
sports, prom, graduation, going off to
college, graduating from college and
launching into a new career. It’s hard
to say the long-term impact all of this
will have on this generation of young
people.
But what I want to think about in this
article is how we honor all of the loss,
and how we make meaning of it. Last
year, when the pandemic first started,
I had a high school senior (and I do
this year too). When I talked about
the profound loss for him of all of the
experiences of his senior year,
someone pointed out to me that in
1969 and 1970, young men graduated
to go off to the Vietnam War.

The underlying message was, “This
is not that big of a deal compared to
that.” While that may be true, it is
never helpful to compare our
suffering with someone else’s. While
it definitely would’ve been much
worse if my high school senior had
been going off to war, that does not
invalidate the deep sense of loss he
felt at losing his senior year.
In the same way, when someone has
lost a loved one, try not to compare
that loss to any other losses you’ve
experienced. And allow the grieving
person to grieve as long as, and in
whatever way, he/she wants to
grieve. We never “get over” the loss
of a loved one, and we don’t “move
on.” But over time, we learn how to
live with and make meaning out of
that loss. This happens when we
have people around us who allow us
to grieve, and who don’t try to put a
rainbow at the end of our path, or
tie a nice bow on it so that we can
“feel better soon.” The best thing
you can do for someone who is
suffering a loss is to simply “be
with” that person. Let them know
you care and that you love them.
And just listen. When author Parker
Palmer was going through a long
bout of deep depression, he said that
the person who had the biggest
impact on his healing was a man
who visited him once/week and said
hardly a word. He just sat and
massaged Parker’s feet.
So during this time of loss, try not to
compare losses, and try to just be
with each other in a loving and
compassionate way.
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And the second thing I want to think
about is how we go about making
meaning of the losses we have
endured. Because as we go through
life, we all have experiences, but it is
not the experiences themselves that
have an impact on us so much as
how we interpret those experiences-the story we are telling ourselves
about what is happening to us and to
the people we love. Victor Frankl, a
holocaust survivor, wrote in his book
“Man’s Search for Meaning,”
“Everything can be taken from a
man but one thing: the last of the
human freedoms—to choose one’s
attitude in any given set of
circumstances, to choose one’s own
way.”
Our young people may be saying, “I
lost my whole senior year. I didn’t
get to play my sport. I lost my prom.
I lost a graduation ceremony that
everyone else has gotten.” And while
this is true, and we want to listen
compassionately and honor the deep
and very valid sense of loss they
have, how might we also help our
young people begin to tell a different
story? Because although they’ve lost
so much, we can also say, “I see the
incredible strength and perseverance
you’ve brought to this whole
situation. I see someone who is
rising up with ingenuity and
creativity, and making the best out of
a really tough situation. I see
someone who has really stepped up
to care for others who are hurting,
and whose character is being
revealed and deepened in some
incredible ways. Your generation will
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have a resilience that others will not.
And you’ll be able to say to your
grandchildren, ‘I lived through the
worldwide pandemic of 2020 and
2021.’ You and your classmates will
be able to bond over this memory
forever, no other class has had to go
through what you have, and yet it has
made you stronger and better in so
many ways.”
This story does not discount the
sadness they feel and the very real
loss that they’ve endured, but it does
help them move from victimhood to
having some sense of agency in what
is happening to them and how they
interpret it. And this in turn, will
shape how they come out of it and
what kind of people they become
because of it.
If there is any time in the church year
that honors loss, death, grief, and also
new life and a new story, it is Holy
Week. The Lord taught us how to
walk this journey, and walks it with us
still.
May you know the deep love of God
for you.
May you know the compassion and
grace of Christ in your life.

May you share that love, compassion
and grace with others along the way.
And may we together tell a new story.
With love,
Pastor Denise

Have you considered Online Giving???
During 2020, we saw a large increase in our online giving numbers. While
this was a convenient way to submit offerings while we could not worship in
person, it remains a quick and easy offering solution provided by Vanco (our
online servicing agent).
• You can enroll using a convenient link on our website at
www.OurSaviorsLutheranAlbany.org.
• New users must create an online profile by providing an email address
and creating a secure password.
• Next, you will Add a Transaction to setup your donation amount and
frequency as
shown below.
• Enter and review
your giving
information and
choose Process.
• Once the donation
is processed, a
confirmation
screen will appear.
And you’re
DONE—it’s that
simple!

Another easy solution is the Give Plus+ app you can
access from your Smart Phone or tablet. Once
downloaded, enter 56307 and search to select OSLC.
From there, you can Create an Account for regular
giving or select Give Now for a one-time gift.
Make a fresh start in 2021 and give these tools a try. Though we have
been apart for many months, it is important to remember the financial
needs of the church remain ongoing to support our mission and meet our
budgeted obligations. We are grateful for your continued support.
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Congregational Council
Matt Eggert, President, Personnel
Matt.eggert@gmail.com
605-376-5104
Tim Sands, Vice President
Worship & Music
timsands5@gmail.com
320-291-4593, 320-845-2389
Deb Solarz, Secretary, WELCA
drsolarz@albanytel.com
320-250-0273, 320-845-4534
Lynda Hartwig, Treasurer
(bonded), Finance
mlhartwig@albanytel.com
320-248-6479
Judy Fischer, Financial Secretary
(bonded), Cong. Life & Mission,
jfischer@albanytel.com
320-250-6452, 320-845-2342
Emily Evenson
Education & Youth
enjo5179@icloud.com
320-266-2179, 320-845-6628
Kyle Evenson, Cemetery
kyleev@atsinc.com
320-260-3826, 320-845-6628
Deb Feeney
Welcome & Membership
dahrenholz@charter.net
320-260-6666, 320-845-7515
Kelly Orbeck, Education & Youth
orbeck5@albanytel.com
320-293-1331, 320-845-4656
Barb Fischer, Personnel
barbfischer18@gmail.com
320-267-4290
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OSLC Reconnect BBQ May 2nd
at 11:30AM!!
It’s been a looong
winter and we are
missing each other!
So, let’s get together
for an outdoor BBQ
(weather permitting).
The Outreach Team
is planning a fun get together after the
10:30am service on May 2nd. The
meal will be free will offering. We will
be COVID-safe outside, and will
continue to social distance, even as we
visit with each other. If you would
prefer to stay in your vehicle, we will
bring the food to you in the parking
lot! Mark your calendar and bring your
friends! Everyone’s welcome!!

We tied one quilt this month and
Evelyn Fisher made 3 more for
Terebinth. They are so thrilled to get
our quilts. Personally, I will be
passing my position onto Deb Solarz
and her sister Diane. I will be selling
my home and building a home in
Floodwood, MN. A place in the
woods next to a river.
I'm sure their love for this project will
continue for many years. Thank
you, all the quilt piecing friends that
have helped make the tops that we
could tie, finish and deliver to
Terebinth.

Elaine Randall ~ 320-260-8977

Maundy Thursday (4/1): In-person/Online services at 4 & 7pm. KASM
1150AM will broadcast the 7pm service ONLY.

Good Friday (4/2): Service at 7pm. Attend in-person, Facebook live or
listen on KASM.

Easter Sunday (4/4): In-Person/Online services at 7:30 and 9am with
KASM broadcasting the 9am service ONLY.

Great News from the Call Committee!!
On Sunday March 7th, we held a special congregational meeting to vote on
calling a new pastor. We had 60 members present between in-person and
online viewers. The meeting began with Council President Matt Eggert,
introducing the candidate, Pastor Anthony Christoffels. A short video was
played where Pastor Anthony introduced us to his wife and 3 kids, ages 8, 6,
and 3, and told us a little bit about himself. He has been a pastor for 10 years
and is currently leading 4 congregations in SW Minnesota. He received a
Bachelor of Science in Construction Management
with a Business Administration minor from North
Dakota State University and a Master of Divinity
from Luther Seminary. His wife, Stephanie, is also
a pastor and she has accepted a call in St. Cloud.
They are looking at purchasing a home in the St.
Cloud area and are unsure of what school the kids
will attend. In his free time, Pastor Anthony enjoys
camping, fishing, hiking, and traveling, as well as
being an amateur wood worker and occasional
brewer and vinter. The only green and yellow
Pastor Anthony cheers for is his alma mater, the
NDSU Bison. He has been a loyal MN Vikings fan
who has suffered along for many years.
After a good discussion we held the vote and it overwhelmingly passed 59-1
to extend a call. Everyone who was at the meeting seemed very excited by
what they saw. Pastor Anthony will begin at Our Saviors the first week of
June to give his children time to finish their current school year. If you have
any questions please feel free to reach out to Council President Matt Eggert.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the meeting.
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Farmers to Families Food
Distribution

We received these new members into our congregation on Sunday,
March 21st. We are so glad to have them join us in our ministry and
mission here at Our Savior's! Please reach out and make them feel
welcome whenever you get a chance!

Kurt & Amber Thell, Luke
After trying several churches in the area, Kurt
and Amber liked Our Savior’s the most and
decided to join. They live in Avon with their
son Luke, born January 14th of this year. They
enjoy the outdoors and staying active by going
on walks, hikes, and bike rides. They also enjoy
traveling.

Mitch & Kim Feldewerd
Quincy, Reigna, Gracelyn
Mitch & Kim live in Freeport with
their 3 active daughters; Quincy (6),
Reigna (4), and Gracelyn (1). Their
oldest daughter has attended VBS at
Our Savior’s for the past couple
years and after talking with close
family and friends, they decided Our Savior’s was just what they had been
searching for. The two oldest girls attend school at Sacred Heart in Freeport.
Mitch works in construction and Kim works as an administrative assistant.
The family enjoys many outside activities, such as going to the beach, fishing,
camping and going to parks. They also love traveling & exploring new places.
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Our Savior's hosted another
Farmers to Families food
distribution event on March
20th. (photos from the event)
It was a great event with more
than 1,200 boxes of produce,
dairy, and meat distributed to
the community. We will be
hosting a third distribution on
April 17th. This will again be a
drive through food distribution
event where community
members can pick up a 30
pound box of food.
Distribution will happen
between noon and 2:00pm. We
have plenty of boxes so there is
no need to line up super early.
This event wouldn't be possible
without our great volunteers!
Interested in helping with
unloading the delivery truck,
directing traffic, or distributing
the food boxes? Please contact
the OSLC event co-chair, Sally
Sands at 320-493-5274.

Lady Generators
Ladies of the congregation, YEAH. We
will have a gathering of the Lady
Generators on Tuesday, April 20th at
9:30am in the fellowship hall. We will be
reconnecting with each other and hold
discussion on future projects. All ladies
are welcome. See you there!

Newsletter deadline is
the 15th of the month
At this time, we ask that you drop
off your donations at the Food
Shelf, located across the street from
the church in the Senior Center
building.

The following items are needed this
month at the Albany Food Shelf:
Cake Mix
Frosting

Albany Food Shelf Hours
1st Thursday—mornings
3rd Thursday—Early evenings
Connect with Edna
320-291-6623
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
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Sunday School through Zoom!
Sunday mornings at 10:30 AM
connect through Bible Stories, games,
and check-ins! At home resources for
families available by request. Contact
Diana for the zoom links.
Diana.oslc@gmail.com

We Celebrate! - Affirmation of Baptism
Coming together to publicly acclaim their Affirmation of Baptism,
students of the Confirmation Class of 2020 will be celebrated during
worship on April 18th at 9am. These students have studied and prepared
for this day and ask that you join them in-person, via Facebook Live or by
listening on KASM 1150AM radio. We ask that you continue praying for
these students and their families: Hope Aronson, Mitchel Bartell,
Joseph Hoff, Daniel Mueller, and Charlie Sundet.

6-8th Grade Confirmation Lessons
— April 7: Break
— April 14: Holy Communion · Unit 2 · Lesson 13
Jesus commanded us to celebrate the Lord’s Supper in order to
remember him.
— April 21: Confession and Forgiveness · Unit 2 · Lesson 14
In confession we confront our own sin, and the forgiveness we receive
comes from Jesus Christ himself.
— April 28: Daily Prayer · Unit 2 · Lesson 15
In praying these words, we pray with people throughout history and
develop a language for speaking fluently with God.

Welcome to the Table—First
Communion for 5th graders:

Joyful Noise

Check out children’s lessons on our
YouTube channel @OSLC56307.
5th graders spent time at the church
Every Sunday we offer a video
on Wednesday, March 10 learning
lesson that correlates to the readings
about communion. They will receive
used in worship. Along with the
their First Communion during
worship on April 11 at 9 or 10:30am. Bible story children can enjoy
worship music with Mr. Mike, a
Families can choose
which service they would craft or spiritual practice and prayer!
like to attend and should If you would like to receive weekly
RSVP ahead of time on children’s ministry emails, connect
with Diana.
the church website.
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Jaycob & Emily Nietfeld, Grayson
Jaycob and Emily Nietfeld decided to join
because Our Savior’s aligns with their beliefs and
values. They live in Albany with their 20-month
old son Grayson and are expecting a second
child due in June. They enjoy being outdoors,
camping, fishing, and spending time with family.

Karen Stenglein & Kenny Kostreba
Kenny and Karen are newly engaged. After
Karen relocated to Holdingford in 2019, it was
important for her to become a member of a
Lutheran congregation and have her wedding
in an ELCA church. Their wedding date is set
for spring 2022 at Our Savior’s. Kenny has
lived in the Holdingford area his whole life.
He has three daughters and one grandson. His
youngest daughter turns 18 this year. He and
Karen enjoy spending time with family, fishing
in both the summer and the winter, bird
watching, and collecting coins.

Sponsors needed for New Members!
We are looking for people who would be willing to befriend our new
members. This would include meeting them at a new member orientation,
sitting with them on New Member Sunday, inviting them to one of Our
Savior's social events (i.e. the Re-connect BBQ on May 2nd), and connecting
with them once every month or so for about 6 months. You could also send
a welcome to OSLC card, or anything else you'd like to do to make them feel
welcome! It is so important for us as a congregation to welcome new people
and help them know we care and want to get to know them! Please call the
church office or talk to Pastor Denise or Deb Feeney (head of the Outreach
Team) if you'd like to be a new member sponsor. Thank you!
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What were the top attributes you were looking for in a new
Pastor?

Our Saviors

Spotlight
Tim Sands
Call Committee Chairman
Tell us about your family and what brought you to Our Savior’s.
- I am married and have been living in Albany since 2004. Sally and I
have two adult children who graduated from Albany, and our youngest son
Zach is a 4th grader at Albany Elementary School. We transferred to OSLC
after moving to Albany and were previously members at Bethlehem
Lutheran in St. Cloud. We love the small town Lutheran Church here in
Albany, the people, and the generosity.

- Personally, it was that feeling you get when you’re talking with someone
and it just goes easy. You lose track of time, it just fits. It’s hard to quantify,
but in this case I think it means they are probably a good listener and that
they were a person of deep faith, a leader, a great example, a great teacher,
and that they are able to inspire us to grow in faith and be better people.

What’s a fun fact about you many people may not know?
- I never went to prom. I was shy.

You’re known to love a good potluck, what’s an OSLC favorite?
- Most of the dishes at OSLC are great but my favorite would probably
be Hartwig beef or any goulash that is served!

Financial Summary as of February 28, 2021

As Chairman of the call committee, what did you find most
challenging and rewarding about leading the process?
- I have had the privilege of serving on boards in the past and
interviewing candidates in the business world as a manager, but the most
challenging and different thing about the call committee was that every
candidate was very good, and a great person as well so it was a very tough
decision. What was rewarding was working with a great team of people on
this and coming together in the process to feel pretty good about our
decision.

Please note: above information is based on General Fund giving and does not include
designated funds.

What do you enjoy doing in your free time?

Homecoming Committee Update

- I am looking forward to being with people, and sitting down for a
burger in a packed sports bar watching a game with my friends or family. I
enjoy boating with the family, golfing, and just being around others; I’m a
people person. I’m looking forward to everyone getting back together like
before the pandemic.

It has been great to see all the people that have been starting to come back for
services in church again. If you still do not feel comfortable coming to church
in-person, you can continue to watch online or listen to KASM. As we move
forward with services back inside the sanctuary, we ask that you continue to
wear your masks properly and maintain social distancing when possible. If and
when guidelines change, we will let you know. Hope to see more of you in
church, we still have room!
9
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Farmers to Families food
distribution event on March
20th. (photos from the event)
It was a great event with more
than 1,200 boxes of produce,
dairy, and meat distributed to
the community. We will be
hosting a third distribution on
April 17th. This will again be a
drive through food distribution
event where community
members can pick up a 30
pound box of food.
Distribution will happen
between noon and 2:00pm. We
have plenty of boxes so there is
no need to line up super early.
This event wouldn't be possible
without our great volunteers!
Interested in helping with
unloading the delivery truck,
directing traffic, or distributing
the food boxes? Please contact
the OSLC event co-chair, Sally
Sands at 320-493-5274.

Lady Generators
Ladies of the congregation, YEAH. We
will have a gathering of the Lady
Generators on Tuesday, April 20th at
9:30am in the fellowship hall. We will be
reconnecting with each other and hold
discussion on future projects. All ladies
are welcome. See you there!

Newsletter deadline is
the 15th of the month
At this time, we ask that you drop
off your donations at the Food
Shelf, located across the street from
the church in the Senior Center
building.

The following items are needed this
month at the Albany Food Shelf:
Cake Mix
Frosting

Albany Food Shelf Hours
1st Thursday—mornings
3rd Thursday—Early evenings
Connect with Edna
320-291-6623
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
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Congregational Council
Matt Eggert, President, Personnel
Matt.eggert@gmail.com
605-376-5104
Tim Sands, Vice President
Worship & Music
timsands5@gmail.com
320-291-4593, 320-845-2389
Deb Solarz, Secretary, WELCA
drsolarz@albanytel.com
320-250-0273, 320-845-4534
Lynda Hartwig, Treasurer
(bonded), Finance
mlhartwig@albanytel.com
320-248-6479
Judy Fischer, Financial Secretary
(bonded), Cong. Life & Mission,
jfischer@albanytel.com
320-250-6452, 320-845-2342
Emily Evenson
Education & Youth
enjo5179@icloud.com
320-266-2179, 320-845-6628
Kyle Evenson, Cemetery
kyleev@atsinc.com
320-260-3826, 320-845-6628
Deb Feeney
Welcome & Membership
dahrenholz@charter.net
320-260-6666, 320-845-7515
Kelly Orbeck, Education & Youth
orbeck5@albanytel.com
320-293-1331, 320-845-4656
Barb Fischer, Personnel
barbfischer18@gmail.com
320-267-4290
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OSLC Reconnect BBQ May 2nd
at 11:30AM!!
It’s been a looong
winter and we are
missing each other!
So, let’s get together
for an outdoor BBQ
(weather permitting).
The Outreach Team
is planning a fun get together after the
10:30am service on May 2nd. The
meal will be free will offering. We will
be COVID-safe outside, and will
continue to social distance, even as we
visit with each other. If you would
prefer to stay in your vehicle, we will
bring the food to you in the parking
lot! Mark your calendar and bring your
friends! Everyone’s welcome!!

We tied one quilt this month and
Evelyn Fisher made 3 more for
Terebinth. They are so thrilled to get
our quilts. Personally, I will be
passing my position onto Deb Solarz
and her sister Diane. I will be selling
my home and building a home in
Floodwood, MN. A place in the
woods next to a river.
I'm sure their love for this project will
continue for many years. Thank
you, all the quilt piecing friends that
have helped make the tops that we
could tie, finish and deliver to
Terebinth.

Elaine Randall ~ 320-260-8977

Maundy Thursday (4/1): In-person/Online services at 4 & 7pm. KASM
1150AM will broadcast the 7pm service ONLY.

Good Friday (4/2): Service at 7pm. Attend in-person, Facebook live or
listen on KASM.

Easter Sunday (4/4): In-Person/Online services at 7:30 and 9am with
KASM broadcasting the 9am service ONLY.

Great News from the Call Committee!!
On Sunday March 7th, we held a special congregational meeting to vote on
calling a new pastor. We had 60 members present between in-person and
online viewers. The meeting began with Council President Matt Eggert,
introducing the candidate, Pastor Anthony Christoffels. A short video was
played where Pastor Anthony introduced us to his wife and 3 kids, ages 8, 6,
and 3, and told us a little bit about himself. He has been a pastor for 10 years
and is currently leading 4 congregations in SW Minnesota. He received a
Bachelor of Science in Construction Management
with a Business Administration minor from North
Dakota State University and a Master of Divinity
from Luther Seminary. His wife, Stephanie, is also
a pastor and she has accepted a call in St. Cloud.
They are looking at purchasing a home in the St.
Cloud area and are unsure of what school the kids
will attend. In his free time, Pastor Anthony enjoys
camping, fishing, hiking, and traveling, as well as
being an amateur wood worker and occasional
brewer and vinter. The only green and yellow
Pastor Anthony cheers for is his alma mater, the
NDSU Bison. He has been a loyal MN Vikings fan
who has suffered along for many years.
After a good discussion we held the vote and it overwhelmingly passed 59-1
to extend a call. Everyone who was at the meeting seemed very excited by
what they saw. Pastor Anthony will begin at Our Saviors the first week of
June to give his children time to finish their current school year. If you have
any questions please feel free to reach out to Council President Matt Eggert.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the meeting.
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And the second thing I want to think
about is how we go about making
meaning of the losses we have
endured. Because as we go through
life, we all have experiences, but it is
not the experiences themselves that
have an impact on us so much as
how we interpret those experiences-the story we are telling ourselves
about what is happening to us and to
the people we love. Victor Frankl, a
holocaust survivor, wrote in his book
“Man’s Search for Meaning,”
“Everything can be taken from a
man but one thing: the last of the
human freedoms—to choose one’s
attitude in any given set of
circumstances, to choose one’s own
way.”
Our young people may be saying, “I
lost my whole senior year. I didn’t
get to play my sport. I lost my prom.
I lost a graduation ceremony that
everyone else has gotten.” And while
this is true, and we want to listen
compassionately and honor the deep
and very valid sense of loss they
have, how might we also help our
young people begin to tell a different
story? Because although they’ve lost
so much, we can also say, “I see the
incredible strength and perseverance
you’ve brought to this whole
situation. I see someone who is
rising up with ingenuity and
creativity, and making the best out of
a really tough situation. I see
someone who has really stepped up
to care for others who are hurting,
and whose character is being
revealed and deepened in some
incredible ways. Your generation will
4

have a resilience that others will not.
And you’ll be able to say to your
grandchildren, ‘I lived through the
worldwide pandemic of 2020 and
2021.’ You and your classmates will
be able to bond over this memory
forever, no other class has had to go
through what you have, and yet it has
made you stronger and better in so
many ways.”
This story does not discount the
sadness they feel and the very real
loss that they’ve endured, but it does
help them move from victimhood to
having some sense of agency in what
is happening to them and how they
interpret it. And this in turn, will
shape how they come out of it and
what kind of people they become
because of it.
If there is any time in the church year
that honors loss, death, grief, and also
new life and a new story, it is Holy
Week. The Lord taught us how to
walk this journey, and walks it with us
still.
May you know the deep love of God
for you.
May you know the compassion and
grace of Christ in your life.

May you share that love, compassion
and grace with others along the way.
And may we together tell a new story.
With love,
Pastor Denise

Have you considered Online Giving???
During 2020, we saw a large increase in our online giving numbers. While
this was a convenient way to submit offerings while we could not worship in
person, it remains a quick and easy offering solution provided by Vanco (our
online servicing agent).
• You can enroll using a convenient link on our website at
www.OurSaviorsLutheranAlbany.org.
• New users must create an online profile by providing an email address
and creating a secure password.
• Next, you will Add a Transaction to setup your donation amount and
frequency as
shown below.
• Enter and review
your giving
information and
choose Process.
• Once the donation
is processed, a
confirmation
screen will appear.
And you’re
DONE—it’s that
simple!

Another easy solution is the Give Plus+ app you can
access from your Smart Phone or tablet. Once
downloaded, enter 56307 and search to select OSLC.
From there, you can Create an Account for regular
giving or select Give Now for a one-time gift.
Make a fresh start in 2021 and give these tools a try. Though we have
been apart for many months, it is important to remember the financial
needs of the church remain ongoing to support our mission and meet our
budgeted obligations. We are grateful for your continued support.
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Prayer
Box

April 2021
Purpose

6 Now

the people of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know what the Lord said to Moses
the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you and me. 7 I was forty years old
when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh Barnea to explore
the land. And I brought him back a report according to my convictions, 8 but my
fellow Israelites who went up with me made the hearts of the people melt in
fear. I, however, followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly. ….. 13 Then Joshua
blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as his inheritance. 14 So
Hebron has belonged to Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite ever since,
because he followed the Lord, the God of Israel, wholeheartedly.”
— Joshua 14:6-8, 13-14
“32 David

said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your
servant will go and fight him.”33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against
this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior
from his youth.”34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his
father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the
flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it
turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has
killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of
them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The Lord who
rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from
the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be
with you.”
— 1 Samuel 17:32-37
“8 What

is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider
them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through
faith in[a] Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of
faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so,
somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already
obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of
that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what
is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
14

— Philippians 3:8-14

Pastor’s
Reflection
Though I’m writing this article in mid
March, it will be Holy Week by the
time you read it—the week that
carries us from death into life. The
week that writes a new story in our
lives and in the life of the entire
universe.
We are coming out of a time of
profound loss in our history—loss of
human life. One in three people in the
United States have lost a loved one to
Covid-19. Loss of jobs and income
that has effected millions of
Americans, with minorities being the
hardest hit. Loss of community in the
ways we were used to gathering,
which has led to profound isolation
for many people. Loss of normal
milestone experiences for our young
people – school as we once knew it,
sports, prom, graduation, going off to
college, graduating from college and
launching into a new career. It’s hard
to say the long-term impact all of this
will have on this generation of young
people.
But what I want to think about in this
article is how we honor all of the loss,
and how we make meaning of it. Last
year, when the pandemic first started,
I had a high school senior (and I do
this year too). When I talked about
the profound loss for him of all of the
experiences of his senior year,
someone pointed out to me that in
1969 and 1970, young men graduated
to go off to the Vietnam War.

The underlying message was, “This
is not that big of a deal compared to
that.” While that may be true, it is
never helpful to compare our
suffering with someone else’s. While
it definitely would’ve been much
worse if my high school senior had
been going off to war, that does not
invalidate the deep sense of loss he
felt at losing his senior year.
In the same way, when someone has
lost a loved one, try not to compare
that loss to any other losses you’ve
experienced. And allow the grieving
person to grieve as long as, and in
whatever way, he/she wants to
grieve. We never “get over” the loss
of a loved one, and we don’t “move
on.” But over time, we learn how to
live with and make meaning out of
that loss. This happens when we
have people around us who allow us
to grieve, and who don’t try to put a
rainbow at the end of our path, or
tie a nice bow on it so that we can
“feel better soon.” The best thing
you can do for someone who is
suffering a loss is to simply “be
with” that person. Let them know
you care and that you love them.
And just listen. When author Parker
Palmer was going through a long
bout of deep depression, he said that
the person who had the biggest
impact on his healing was a man
who visited him once/week and said
hardly a word. He just sat and
massaged Parker’s feet.
So during this time of loss, try not to
compare losses, and try to just be
with each other in a loving and
compassionate way.
3
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oursaviors@albanytel.com
www.OurSaviorsLutheranAlbany.org
Office: (320) 845-2405

Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday from 9am-1pm

Custodians: Bestman & Josephine Dennis

Administrative Assistant: Angela Mosman

Music Coordinator: Mike Aronson

Ministry Associate for Youth & Families:
Diana Brown

Interim Pastor: Pastor Denise Hanson

Joyful Noise Online: 10:00 am

Sunday Worship at 9AM: Join In-Person,
Facebook Live or KASM 1150 AM

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Vol. 27, No. 4
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2021

Holy Week Schedule (see inside for service details)

Maunday Thursday services at 4 & 7pm
Good Friday service at 7pm
Easter morning services at 7:30 & 9am

Worship in-person, Online or KASM radio
Sundays at 9:00 AM

Facebook: OSLC56307
Tune into KASM 1150 AM Radio

