Sunday Morning Worship at 9AM
Join In-Person, Online or KASM Radio
10:15AM Sunday School & Adult Fellowship

Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.
What a year! 2021 was certainly a
year of transitions for us, both for
me and for our congregation. I spent
the first half of the year, prayerfully
discerning God’s call and packing/
moving as God’s call became clear
that the next chapter of my ministry
would be to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church.
The theme for our programmatic
year is “New Beginnings.” And we
are using 2 Corinthians 5:17 for our
theme verse:

“If anyone is in Christ, there is a
new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has
become new!”
With all of the transitions that have
been created over the last couple of
years, from turnover in the pastoral
office to continual changes with the
pandemic, it seemed only fitting to
begin this next chapter of our
ministry together with the theme,
“New Beginnings.” We’re turning
the page into a new chapter – a
chapter that we’ve never read
before. So, we have no idea what
the future holds for us. And that’s
where faith comes in, to guide us
into an unknown future that is both
terrifying and exciting. But we need

not fear the future, for St. Paul tells
us that with Christ, everything old
becomes new. St. Paul is alluding to
our old sinful selves, and this is
through our baptism into Christ that
we are made new.
As we begin a new, we focused (and
continue to focus) on doing three
things:
STARTING/ReSTARTING—
resuming in-person ministries
and beginning new Bible Studies
on Sunday mornings.
CONNECTING/
ReCONNECTING—resuming
fellowship time to reconnect
with our sisters and brothers in
Christ.
BUILDING/ReBUILDING—
continuing to build upon the
foundation of our faith through
new Bible Studies and midweek
Advent and Lent services.
This new call began on June 1, 2021,
and since then I have worked on
getting to know not only the
members of Our Savior’s, but also
the overall purpose and mission of
our congregation. The cottage
meetings this past fall were a great
start in getting to know you and to
learn more about our church. In the
coming months, I will be working
with our leadership to build upon
the great work that began in those
cottage meetings.
I am excited for what is to come in
2022 with our ministry together.
May God bless you in this new year!
In Christ,
Pastor Anthony

Lent Worship
Schedule
The season of
Lent will begin
on Ash
Wednesday with
services at 4pm
and 7pm on Wednesday, March
2nd. We will continue throughout
the season of Lent to reflect and
prepare before the celebration of
Easter with weekly Wednesday
worship services at Noon and 6pm
on Wednesday, March 9, 16, 23, 30
and April 6. A soup and sandwich
meal will follow each service.

WELCA Meeting
All women are welcome to attend
the WELCA meeting on Saturday,
February 5th at 10AM in the
Fellowship Hall. Come join us and
have fun making quilts, putting
together layette sets and discussing
other events for the upcoming year.

Thank you for the prayers and
concern for my new grandbaby
Kinsley during her recent surgeries.
—Sue Koplin
Thank you for all the kindness for
Ron’s family and friends that was
shown to us. God’s love was spread
to all. Thanks to all who gave up
time to help serve lunch and tend
to the other ministries.
—Sharon & Ron Buntje Family

Pockets of Hope Drive
Everyday children are rescued from
abuse, neglect, and abandonment.
These children are confused, scared,
and desperate for security and
comfort after being separated from
family, home and possessions.
Children frequently enter foster care
with nothing. Pockets of Hope
provides these children with new
backpacks filled with personal care
items they need, and comfort items
they can call their own. The
backpacks are given out to children
of all ages in our 5 county area.
In November, the WELCA group
donated 31 quilts and baby
blankets, toys and books just in
time for Thanksgiving and
Christmas. To continue supporting
the local area, the Quilting Squares
group is starting another drive to
collect items and money to fill
backpacks to deliver to the Pockets
of Hope site in Sartell at the end of
March. Look for backpacks located
in the church Narthex to fill with
personal care items, stuffed animals,
toys and more.
For more details and a complete list
of items needed, please visit the
Pockets of Hope website at
pocketsofhope.org or contact
Elaine Randall at 320-260-8977.

Please note: above information is based on General Fund giving and does not include
designated funds or PPP grant proceeds received in 2020.

OSLC MISSION:
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church is one people united in Christ, empowered
by God’s grace through worship and the study of His Word, to glorify
God by serving and witnessing in the community of the world.

February Worship Volunteers
Lesson Reader

Audio/Visual

Video

9am Sunday,
February 6th

Dwight Christen

Lisa Beuning
& Jerry Stark

Kevin Beuning

9am Sunday,
February 13th

Barb Fischer

Lisa Beuning
& Pat Johnson

Kevin Beuning

9am Sunday,
February 20th

Lynda Hartwig

Confirmation Student
& Matthew Rafteseth

Kevin Beuning

9am Sunday,
February 27th

Denise Croatt

Lisa Beuning
& Jerry Stark

Matt Eggert

Confirmation Class Schedule

40 Days to Pray!
Lent is around the corner starting on
Ash Wednesday on March 2, 2022.
People observe Lent by fasting,
worshiping, Bible study, giving up
something, and prayer. Kids love to
pray! So Youth & Family Ministries
at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church has
put together 40 Days to Pray! It is as
simple as 1-2-3!
1. Starting Ash Wednesday, kids
scratch off one of the squares
with a coin.
2. There is a prayer prompt to help
kids expand their prayer: Dear
God, today we pray for [scratch
off a prayer], and help them [fill
in the blank]. Amen.
3. At the end, everyone says
“Amen!”
Kits for this “40 Days to Pray” will
be available in the lobby starting
February 20th! Take a kit home to
share with a friend!

The 2022 ELCA National Youth
Gathering is open to all 8-12th
graders. If you are interested in
attending, being an adult volunteer,
or want more details email Diana!

***Reminder that supper is served at
6PM. Thank you to the families that
help serve this meal.
2/2—10 Commandments, Third
Lesson
2/9—Luther & The Reformation
2/16—Church Seasons & Colors
2/23—Fellowship—TBD

Luther Crest Bible Camp
Registration is now open for 2022
Summer Bible Camp!! Early Bird
discount is through February
14th—save over $100!! OSLC has a
campership fund that will cover the
cost for first time campers at 100%,
second time campers at 50%, and as
needed. Connect with Diana for
more information on camperships.

“40 Days to Pray” scratch-off example
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Colorado Mission Trip

-

-

-
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The mission trip to Loveland,
Colorado to work with Habitat for
Humanity to help local families is
getting closer!!! If you are interested
in going on the trip from April 24—
May 1, please let Deb Solarz know
by February 15th! The estimated
cost of the trip will be $700 with a
down payment of $250.
Deb Solarz 320-250-0273
-

-

Even when it’s –20 degrees outside
we are still tying quilts! The Quilting
Squares were able to finish up
another quilt in January. Join us
every second Wednesday of the
month at 1:00pm.

Items can be dropped off in the box
in the narthex at church or delivered
directly to the Food Shelf located
across the street from the church in
the Senior Center building.

The following items are needed this
month at the Albany Food Shelf: 1st Thursday—mornings

3rd Thursday—Early evenings
Connect with Edna
320-291-6623
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Prayer
Box
There are times when we feel alone and abandoned. Then something
happens—a simple and small miracle. This is what brings us back to the
understanding that God is always in our lives. Grace is God’s gift to us.
“Then Jesus said, “Come to me. All of you who are weary and carry heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you Let me teach you,
because I am humble and gentle, and you will find rest for your souls. For
my yoke fits perfectly, and the burden I give you is light.”
— Matthew 11:28-30
“Each time he (Jesus) said, “My gracious favor is all you need My power
works best in your weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my
weakness, so that the power of Christ may work through me.”

— 2 Corinthians 12:9
“May our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and in his
special favor gave us everlasting comfort and good hope, comfort your
hearts and give you strength in every good thing you say and do.”
— 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17
“Sin is no longer your master, for you are no longer subject to the law,
which enslaves you to sin. Instead, you are free by God’s grace.”

— Romans 6:14
Most Precious Heavenly Father, your heavenly grace has rescued me from
the darkness. You have brought me into the light again. Each time this
happens, I’m reminded of your miraculous presence in my life. The light gets
brighter, and problems melt away. I could maintain my earthly ways, and still
be dedicated to you. But I’m finding again and again that your grace cannot
totally change me until I give every bit of my life up to You. Knowing that
you deem me worthy of your grace renews my strength and hope that all will
be well with me. Thank you, in the saving Name of Jesus the Christ.
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